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PREFACE 


FTER fix volumes of the Edinburgh 
Medical Commentaries have been already 


_ publifhed, and when it is intended that they 


fall ftill be continued on the fame plan as for- 
merly, it may feem ftrange that any change ~ 
fhould have been made in the Title of the work. 
It cannot be alleged that any circumftance has 
occurred which renders this change neceffary. 
But it will perhaps be reckoned a fufficient 
apology for this alteration, that I have been 


induced to it by‘reafons with which I reckon it ~~ 


needlefs to trouble the reader.-—F.very one muft 
be fenfible, that the merit of the worl can nei- 
ther be encreafed nor diminifhed &y the Title. 


‘When, however, I am now to take upon myfelf, 
what has hitherto been prefented to the Public as 
the work of a Society; it may naturally be pre- 
fumed, that the abilities of an individual will 
be 
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be found unequal to the undertaking. To ree 
move this apprehenfion, I may obferve, that the 
compilation of this work will not hereafter be 
more dependent on my exertions than it has 
already been. I fhall ftill be regularly aided 
by fome Gentlemen, whofe reputation can re- 
ceive no addition from drawing up a proper 
analyfis of the works of others. And I flatter 
myfelf that thofe advantages which the medical 
practitioner may derive from it, will fuffer no 
diminution on the prefent change. 


In a work of this nature, it cannot be fup- 


pofed that every article will be equally fuited to 


_.. the tafte of every reader. Difcoveries, with 


refpeét to their importance, will be very 
differently eftimated by different readers, 
There is, however, no medical practitioner, 
duly anxious to afford the utmoft poffible aid 
to his-patient, who will not _wifh to receive a 
proper account of every difcovery that is even 
alleged to be made. And the introduction of 
articles, which by fome may be reckoned but 

of little importance, is at leaft a lefs culpable 


error, than.the omiffion of improvements which. 


in the hands of any one have been fuppofed 
productive of advantages, or fubfervient to 


utility. 
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utility. If, therefore, fufficient attention be 

beftowed in giving an account of every difco- 

very, whether real or imaginary, the intrinfic 

value of the work muft depend, not upon 

the merit of the compiler, but of the original 
author. 

While, however, as being merely the com- | 
piler of this work, I thus relinquifh the praife 
| to which it may be entitled from its utility; I 
| muft ftill acknowledge myfelf anfwerable for its 
imperfections. But I flatter myfelf, that every 
‘ reader will do me the juftice to believe, that 
4 ‘thefe omiffions have in no cafe proceeded from 
_ want of candour, but folely from want of in- 
_ formation. And I am even tempted to think, 
: that from a careful perufal of the former vo- 
lumes, the attentive reader will either find a 
proper account of all the more important dif- 
coveries which have been publifhed fince the 
. commencement of this work, or be direéted to 
the fource from whence the moft full inform- 
ation may be derived. 

The fame induftry in the collection of mate- 
rials calculated either to improve the healing 
_ art, or to gratify curiofity, which has hitherto 
fupported the credit and extended the fale of 
A 4 this 
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this periodical publication, will ftill, I .truft, 
give it fome claim to the favour of. the Public, © 


And unlefs we are to fuppofe, either that medi- 


- cine is incapable of improvement, or that the 


prefent age is incapable of difcovery, every ho- 
neft and attentive practitioner, who has not the 
moft ready accefs to the fulleft informations 
from other channels, will be anxious to avail 


himfelf of thofe advantages which it affords. 


But upon this fubjeét [ may, perhaps, even 
go one ftep farther, and allege, that it is not 
merely ‘their duty to encourage, but to aid this 
work, An undertaking which has for its object, 
the diffufing that knowlege which is calculated 
for alleviating the calamities of mankind, na- 
turally Jays claim to the affiftance of every 
humane mind; and there are very few medical 


practitioners to whom facts do not frequently 
occur, which, while they are improving to . 
"“themfelves, might alfo be inftrutive to others. 

‘How much then is it to be regretted, that thefe 


ufeful leffons fhould either be confined entirely 


to themfelves, or to the narrow circle of their 


own acque aintance! A relu€ance to any public 


| appearance, or the hurry of other engagements, 


is but an unfatisfadory apology for with- 
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holding from public what might ‘relieve 
the diftrefs even of a fingle individual: From 
thefe confiderations, then, as long as medicine 


continues to be practifed by liberal minds, or 


on liberal principles, there is reafon to believe, 
that improvements will daily be made, and 
freely communicated. 

Of thefe, there are many which cannot be 
properly publifhed through the channel either 
of this, or of any other periodical work. From 


the limits within which it is neceffary to con- 


fine this work, original obfervations, which do 
not extend to any great length, can alone be 
introduced into it. But under the fection of 
Medical News, fuch an account, even of: the 
longeft papers, as will afford acceptable inform- 
ation to our readers, may with. great propriety 


have a place. And. from this method of an- 


nouncing difcoveries, the particular date at 


which they were. made will be certainly fixed. — | 


Thus difagreeable difputes, refpeéting the prio- 
rity of difcovery, may be avoided. 
While, however, there are many ingenious 
and ufeful Effays, which can only have a place 
in this work either on the footing now men- 
tioned, or in the form of an Analyfis, after 
publication 
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publication through other channels; there are 
other interefting remarks which may be brought 
within fuch limits as to be introduced into thefe 
Commentaries, in their original form. From. 
the experience of feveral years, it has been 
found, that interefting obfervations of this na- 
ture have not been wanting; and whoever con- 
fiders the high and eftablifhed reputation of 
many of thofe Gentlemen whofe obfervations 
have enriched this department in former Num- 
bers of the Medical Commentaries, muft be 
fenfible, that they have been principally ac- 
tuated by a zeal for medical improvement. 
This, however, can in no degree detract from 
the favour they have conferred on the Col- 

- Jeétor of this work, by adding to the value of 
the publication. 

But while I thus return them my moft 
forthe aid which I 
have formerly received, I hope it will be un- 

neceffary to folicit future affiflance. The fame 
benevolent fpirit muft ftill prompt them ta 
with, that their obfervations may be as exten- 
fively ufeful as poffible; and this motive muft 
operate no lefs powerfully with many others, of | 
the benefit of it judicious remarks the me- 
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dical world has hitherto been ‘totally deprived. 
Hence I am induced to hope, that the change 
which has been made in the Title of this work, 
will not diminifh the affiftance with which I 
fhall be favoured from induftrious and difcern- 
ing practitioners. And I have only to add, that 
while, by enriching this work, they fhall have 
the fatisfaction of having contributed to the 
improvement of the healing art, it will not, I 
hope, diminifh the compenfation for their la- 


-bours which this reflection may afford them, 


that they have at the fame time conferred an 
obligation on their | 
Mott obedient Servant, 


Eoin, 1ft Jan. 
1780. 
| ANDREW DUNCAN. 
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MEDICAL 


COMMENTARIES, 


An Account of New Books: 


 Differtatio Inauguralis, de Angina polypofa five 


membranacea.—Auétore Chriftiano Frederico 
Michaelis, 12m0. Argentorati. 


Y the term Angina polypofa or membranacea, 
is here meant that difeafe, which in Britain 


is now univerfally known by the name of 
Croup. 


This diforder, it has been commonly fuppo- 
fed, was never till of late years either properly 
underftood, or even fo much as mentioned in 

| | the 
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the writings of phyficians. Although late writers, _ 


however, and particularly Dr Home, have fet 
the doctrine with refpect to it in a much more 
diftin& point of view, yet that it was very well 
known, and even defcribed by practitioners at 
a more early period, our author thinks is 
exceedingly evident. 

Thus Tulpius, he remarks, feems to have 
been well acquainted with it.—After him Bon- 
tius, and feveral other writers, gave hiftories of 
the difeafe ; and at laft, about the year 1749, 
a very accurate account was publifhed of it by 
an Italian of the name of Ghifi, who in the 


courfe of his practice had met with the Croup. 


as an epidemic. — 
Dr Michaelis, after enumerating the different 


' - authors who have wrote upon the diforder fince 


that period, proceeds to give a detail of the 
different fymptoms. Having done this in a very 
accurate manner, he then favours us with the 
accounts given by various writers, of fuch ap- 
_pearances as in cafes of Croup have been ob- 
ferved on diffection after death, | 
In all of thefe, the formation of a preter- 
‘natural membranaceous fubftance in the larynx 
or trachea was detected; and as from various 
circumftances this membrane appears evidently 
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COMMENTARIES. 15 


to be of the polypous kind, our author has, 
from this confideration we are‘told, ventured to 
give the difeafe the defignation he has here ap- 


plied to it. 


There are two fpecies of polypus, our au- 
thor obferves ; in the one, an evident circulation 


is carried on, as is ufually the cafe in thole 


flefhy excrefcences obferved in the nofe and 
uterus. The other again is perfectly inorganic, - 
examples of which are daily met with in thofe 
polypous concretions fo frequent in the cavities . 


of the heart and large blood-veffels. 


Of this laft {pecies is that tough membranous 
fubftance, which in cafes of Croup is found to 
line the trachea; it takes its origin, our author 
obferves, from an effufion and infpiffation of 


_coagulable lymph, and is not of the mucous 
kind, as by fome has been afferted. That this 


is the cafe, he remarks, is evident from the 
formation of fimilar fubftances in fituations . 


_ where mucous glands have never been fuppo- 


fed to exift; membranes of the very fame na-' 
ture being frequently obferved on the furface 
of the pleura, and other vifcera, when in a ftate 
of inflammation, 


By Wilcke and other authors who have wrote 


on this difeafe, the membrane now under con- 


fideration 
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6 MEDICAL 


fideration ‘has been fuppofed to be nothing far. 
ther than the natural villous covering of the 
trachea, fomewhat altered in its appearance by 
difeafe. The arguments mentioned.by our au- 
‘thor, in refutation of this opinion, are, that this 
membrane is commonly found much more firm 
and thick than it is probable the villous coat of 
the trachea could ever become. More pain, he 
thinks, would occur than is ever obferved in cafes 


of Croup, if the lining membrane of the trachea 


was fo much affected ; and he farther remarks, 
that the natural villous coat of that organ can 
be diftinétly obferved, after this membranous 
fubftance has been feparated from it. 

Our author now proceeds to the diagnofis of 
Croup, and after accurately pointing out the fe- 
veral fymptoms by which it may be diftin- 
guifhed from other affections of the trachea and 
adjacent parts, he then goes on to confider the 
caufes and prognofis of the diforder. What. 
ever tends to weaken, and produce any degree 
of irritation in the lungs, fo as to occafion a 
preternatural fecretion of fluids into that organ, 


may in general, we.are told, be confidered as. 


predifpofing caufes of Croup; hence fuch chil- 
dren as have lately laboured under meafles, 


chincough, 
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COMMENTARIES. 


chincough, and. catarrhal affections; are parti, 
cularly liable to be feizeds and, hence low, 


_.marfhy fituations are more 


to its production. 
In the treatment of this divorties blood-letting 

is recommended as a-principal remedy; the 
quantity to be taken away muft be determined 
by the pulfe, age, and habit of the patient, and 
other fimilar circumftances.—Although, how- 
ever, to a certain quantity, efpecially in the 


- beginning of the difeafe, blood-letting is always 


neceffary, yet we are cautioned againft carrying 


it very far, fo as to debilitate the conftitution 


much, a circumftance which very readily occurs 
from large evacuations of blood in the advanced 
ftages of the difeafe. 


The application of leeches to the neck is 
recommended particularly in very young chil- 
dren, with whom they produce, we are told, all 
the advantages to be obtained from. general 
blood-letting, without being attended with any 
of its bad confequences.—When leeches can- 
not be procured, topical fcarifications are re- 
commended upon the authority of Gbif. 

Gentle laxatives are advifed, fo far as are 


neceflary for keeping the belly regular; and 
I, B confi- 


= 
3 
é 
ee 
| 
4 
4 
i 
7 


=8MEDICA-L 
confiderable advantages, we are told, are to be 
obtained from mild fudorifics, fuch as fpiritus 
mendereri, and weak folutions of tartar eme- 
tic.—In the commencement of the diforder the 
. pediluvium is {aid to be very ufeful. 

Biifters are here. recommended as a very ne- 
ceflary remedy; they fometimes anfwer the 
_ purpofe when applied behind the ears, or to the 
nap of the neck; but the diforder being feated 
in the trachea, our Author thinks they fhould 
always be applied to the fore-part of the neck, 
as near to the feat of the complaint as poffible. 


With a view to relax and lubricate the parts — 
affected, it has been recommended by Ghifi to 


{wallow, frequently, {mall quantities of oil of {weet 
almonds. As aftringents are now known, how- 
ever, to-be more effectual applications than 
emollients, in every cafe of inflammation, our 
Author would therefore recommend the fre- 
quent ufe of cold water by way of drink, in 
preference to any kind of oil. 


|. Expeftorants, Dr Michaelis obferves, are of 


two kinds: viz. fuch as are taken internally ; | 
and thofe that from their mode of application - 


may be confidered as external medicines. —Of 
the former kind are, oxymel of fquills, col- 


~ chicum, 
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COMMENTARIES. 
thicum, gum ammoniac, &c. “And of the lat- 


ter are, different kinds of warm vapour, but — 


more particularly that of vinegar, which by 
different authors has been recommended as a 
moft effe&tual expectorant. 


Emetics, by emptying the ftomach of that 


great quantity’ of fordes with which in this 


difeafe it is apt to be overloaded, are frequently 
of ufe; and inftances, we are told, have oc- 
curred, of the praternatural membrane of the 
trachea being feparated and evacuated by the 


action of thefe remedies.—It is not, however, 


till the difeafe is fomewhat advanced, that 
emetics are here recommended. On the con-* 
trary, indeed, we are told, that in the beginning 
of the .diforder they are apt to do mifchief, by 


__adding to the fymptoms of inflammation al- 
- ready perhaps advanced a confiderable length, 


When, notwithftanding the ufe of emetics, 
and every other remedy, no relief is obtained, 
and the difeafe ftill goes on, we are advifed, as 
the only mode of cure, to have recourfe to 
bronchotomy. 

The idea of introducing bronchotomy as a 
remedy in croup has been ridiculed, our Au- 


thor obferves, by different writers; but from 


Bo Various 


various circumftances, he is perfuaded, that on 
many occafions it might be had recourfe to with 
advantage. 

The danger of wounding the blood-veffels 
of the thymus, and of the thyroid gland, has 
been ftated as an objection to this operation ; 
but if the operator underftands rightly the ana- 
tomy of the parts, the fubftance of thefe glands 
may be eafily avoided; and in cafe a blood- 
veffel of confequence fhould happen to be A 
wounded, the difcharge of blood may be eafily i 
ftopped by the aid of a needle and ligature. ; 


~ The principal advantage to be obtained from 
this operation is, the opportunity it would - 
afford for extracting the praternatural mem- 
_ brane of the trachea; and as by diffection it is 
" ¢ommonly found ‘to be very. eafily feparated . 
from the internal furface of that organ, no great 
difficulty, our Author thinks, would from this 
circumftance occur to the operation. 
~ But although one: material advantage, to be 
derived from bronchotomy in thefe inftances, | 
-is the extraction of this membrane, yet on ano- © 
ther account, our Author remarks, this operation 
fhould be always had recourfe to wherever-an 
‘immediate fuffocation is to be dreaded. He 
obferves, 
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obferves, that in many. ipftances, it is -not the 
quantity of foreign matter contained in the 
trachea\ which produces she fymptoms-of fuffo- 
cation, but merely a fpafmodic affection of the 


parts about the glottis; and when that happens 


to be the cafe, nothidg, he remarks, can fo 
probably . fave the life .of the _ patient, ; as. the 
operation here Fecommended, 
From. the, “gncertainty of 
Siapial in. cafes of croup, and -from the:tre- 
mendous appearance it makes to parents and 
othéF' relations, it thas been faid -by: fome au- 
thors, that if it is put. in--pradtice, it 
fhould be only in the very laft ftage of the 
diforder, Our Author, -however,-is of a dif- 
ferent ,opinion; jand. advifes it to be had re- 


—‘courfe to even early in the difeafe, when from 


the. failure of .every other remedy, there is 


s¢afon to any confiderable of 


danger. 
swith an account of various cafes of .croup ; 
only from fuch authors as. have written 
on the difeafe,: but from the proper experience 
of our Author-himfelf, and {ome of ‘his friends ; 
ad at the end of all, we are fayoured-with 
different 
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different meteorological tables, containing the 
ftate of the weather at Gottingen, and other 


places, at the time the croup happened to pre- 
"gail there. | 


II, 


Cases and REMARKS in SuRGERY; to which i$ 
 fubjoined, An Appendix, containing the Method 
of curing the Bronchocele in Coventry.—By 
B. Wilmer, Surgeon. $8vo. London. 


T HE firft paper in the collection before 
us, contains obfervations on ftrangulated 
Herniz. 


Mr. Wilmer having embraced the new doc- 
trine concerning the impropriety of warm ap- 
plications in cafes of hernia, the intention of 
this paper is to point out, in all fuch inftances, 
the fuperior advantages to be obtained from the 
application of cold; and three cafes are here 
inferted, in which the application of cold vine- 
gar to hernial {wellings, feemed to have a con- 
fiderable influence; by effecting the reduction 
of their contents, when in all probability the 
operation for the bubonocele would otherwife 
have been neceffary, 
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COMMENTARIES. 323 
- The next cafe of any importance contains the 
‘hiftory of.a patient who died of the hydroce- 


phalus internus ; with whom mercury was ufed 
without producing any good effect. Mr Wilmer 


was called in about the eighth day of the dif- 


eafe, and finding the fymptoms very ftrongly 
marked, had immediate recourfe to mercury.— 
Calomel being given in frequent {mall dofes, 
while at the fame time the mercurial ointment 


was applied outwardly, a falivation was thereby 
induced in the courfe of twenty-four hours. 


The difeafe, however, continued to gain ground ; 
the patient became daily weaker, and died on 
the feventh day from the commencement of the 


mercurial courfe, 


A young woman in a fit of defpondency 
having cut her throat, our Author was fent for 


to her affiftance, when the whole annular fub- 


ftance of the trachea was found divided juft 
beneath the thyroid cartilage; a great deal of 
blood was loft, and the patient was totally in- 
capable of fpeaking. 


By two ftitches of the interrupted future, 
affifted by flips of adhefive plaifter,’ the fides 
of the wound of the integuments were brought 
dato contact, And notwithftanding the occur- 
B 4 rence 
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24 MEDICAL 

rence of a troublefome cough, évery thing went 
favourably on till the fourth week, when the 
external wound being almoft: healed, the pa- 
tient was feized with a difficulty of breathing, 
attended, with a fenfe of fuffocation ;. and after 
a continyanee and encreafe of thefe fymptoms, 


fhe died in the fpace of twenty-four hours trom 
their firft appearance. 


On diffe€tion after death, the internal wound | 

was found fo much contraéted that there was 
merely room: for the introduction of a probe, 
which paffed very freely into the trachea down- 
wards.—The cicatrix adhered firmly to the 
inferior part of the divided trachea, but the fu- ’ 
perior portion had retracted half an inch, and 3 
its cavity was fo much filled by granulations of 
flefh, that there did not appear room for a fuffi- 
cient quantity of air to pafs through it to dilate —- 
the lungs ; fo that when the external wound 
became fo fmall that the lungs could not be 
fupplied with air from that fource, a difficulty 
of breathing commenced, and at length the 
patient was fuffocated by the very efforts at- 
tempted by nature for healing the divided 
parts. 
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Some time. before this occurred, our 
‘Attest was defired by ‘Harrold, a neigh- 
bouring furgeon,;;so-feg a-patient who had cut 
into the cavity of the trachea, betweep the cry- 
coid and thyrgid cartilages. In this cafe, as in 
the preceding, the integuments only were united 
by. ligatures the patient in every refpect feemed 
to be doing. well till the fifth night when he 
died fuddenly.. 

_ On examining.t bate she 


of death appeared. to. have depended on the 


rupture of .a {mall artery, the blood fram 
which, not having-a ready external paffage, had 
found its way into the trachea, and there 
formed a coagulum, which plugged up the cae 
vity of the windpipe, and fuffocated the patient, — 
by preventing the accefs of air into the lungs. — 


From thefe cafes our Author ftates i it asa query, 


whether the fewing up the windpipe, and leav-- 
ing the external wound open, in both or either 
of them, would have afforded a better chance 
of recovery. 

In the caie of . a woman feized with locked 
jaw and opifthotonos, as nothing could be got. 
into the ftomach from a convulfive motion in 


the mufcles of the thorax: being induced by 


every 


4 
» 
* 
os 
4 
. 
. 
WAR 


6M EDICAL 
every attempt to fwallow, it was thought necef- 
fary to have recourfe to clyfters, both witha 
view to the exhibition of medicines and of nou- 
rifhment. | | 
Eight ounces of mutton broth were injected 4 
three times a day, and every eight hours a 
clyfter, confifting of fix ounces of water, and 
two drachms of laudanum.—The patient re- 
mained four days in the fame ftate, during which ; 
‘time fhe did not fwallow any thing. The quan- 
tity of laudanum was increafed in the clyfters, 
and the rigid mufcles of ‘the face were well 
rubbed’ with camphorated oil, 
On the fifth day fhe could {peak, and open 
her mouth alittle; on the feventh the could 
{wallow liquids:—She was then direéted to take 
two drachms of laudanum three times a day by 


mouth—She every day became better, and 
ina fhort time was almoft as well as ufual; but js 
it was fix weeks before the mufcles of the neck “! 


‘and back had recovered their proper flexibility. 
Sir John Pringle having, in his-Treatife on 
Difeafes of the Army, recommended the appli- 
- cation of blifters to the pained part of the abdo- 
- men, in cafes of ileus, our Author was thereby 
: > induced to make trial of their effeéts in that 
diforder, 
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diforder, Three cafes of this nature are here 
related, in which blifters proved effectual after 
all the ordinary remedies had been had recourfe 
to in vain. We fhall here give a more parti- 
‘ cular account of one of them, 
the third of February, 1774, Mr. 
: mer was defired to fee a young man who for 

two days had been attended by an apothecary 

The fymptoms were, a-conftant and acute 

pain below the navel, continual vomiting, hic- 
_ eough, languid pulfe, coftivenefs, and a cada- 
verous countenance. He had been bled -re- 
peatedly; clyfters, fomentations, opiates, and 
a variety of folutive medicines had been admi- 
niftered, but all without any kind of relief. ° 

A large bliftering plaifter, with a perforation 
in its centre, was now ordered to be applied. 
round the navel, and no medicines were then 
prefcribed, that the refult might be more cer- 
tainly known. | | 

Soon after the patient felt any pain from the 
blifter he enquired for the clofe-ftool, and had 
an evacuation, by which he was much relieved. © 
The pain of the abdomen gradually abated, and . 
in a few days he was reftored to health. The 
effects of blifters in the other two cafes related 
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by our Author were equally remarkable with 
thé. above. After having given fome remarks 
upon the treatment of compound fraétures and 
diflocations, our Author concludes. the publi- 
cation with an account of the method of curing 
the bronchocele, as practifed at Coventry. 

_ The bronchocele, he obferves,- is a prater- 
natural enlargement of the thyroid:gland; and 
as from different circumftances ¢yery attempt 
to extirpate tumours of this nature, muft be ha- ) 
zardous, the cure, he thinks, can only be ex- _ : 
pected from the ufe of internal medicines, no 
topical: application being active for 
producing refolution. 

The medicine, which at has aC- 
quired fo much reputation for the cure of 
this difeafe, owes its origin, we: are here in- 
formed, to Doctor Bate, who, a confiderable 
time ago, practited as phyfician at that place. ~ 
_ As Mr. Wilmer vouches for the effects of the 
remedy at leaft in young female patients, we 
fhall here give our readers his account. of it 
at fome length.. In men, and in all patients 
paft the meridian. of life, fuch effects, he ob- 
ferves, are not to be expected from it, as when 


young women are the fubjects of the difeafe. | 
There 
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is prepared; one of sheen is for certain the ori- 
ginal prefcription of Doctor Bate. Which of 


the two came from him, however, our Author 


carhot determine; but they are both; “he re- 
marks, equally efficacious. The following are 
the contents of cach 


NumsBer I. 

The day after the moon hath been in the full, 
the patient is to take a vomit—on the fucceed- 
ing day a purge is to be adminiftered—on the 
third night, at going to bed, one of the following 
bolufes is to be placed in the mouth, under the 
tongue, and, being fuffered to diffolve gra- 
dually, is to be fwallowed. This bolus is to be 
repeated the fix fucceeding nights. 

Take Calcined fpunge | 

calcined | 
Pumice ftone burat, of each ten grains. 

To be feparately powdered, and made into a 
bolus with fyrup, honey, or mucilage. 

each of the feven: days that the patient 
takes the preceding-bole, the following powder 
is to be adminiftered in the any 
proper vehicle. | 
R. Flor, 
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R, Flor. cham. pulv. 
Rad. gentian. pulv. 


Sum. centaur. min. pulv. aa gr. v. Mm, 


On the eighth day the purge is to be re- 
peated. In the wane of the fucceeding moon 
the fame procefs is to be entered into, and re- 
peated:a third time, unlefs the difeafe be cured 
before.—The vomit is only to be taken before 
the firft courfe of medicines, | 


Me 


N uv M BER II, 
R, Spongie calcinate 3ff 
_Mellis q. pro bolo, 


The PREPARATION. 
Tie the beft fpunge up hard with wet pack- _ 4 
thread, and calcine it in a crucible. .Thefe F 
Doles are to be ufed as thofe of the former re- 
ceipt; the bitter powders are to be taken, 
and the fame directions with regard to evacya- 
tions obferved in every refpect as in No. I. 
Avery eminent furgeon, who has had many 
opportunities of feeing’the good effects of both 
- thefe preparations, affures our Author, that 
either of them will fucceed with more certainty 
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if the patient takes a vomit and purge during 
the increafe of the moon. | 
The calcined fpunge for either of ‘thefe pre- 
parations ought to be powdered in a glafs or 
marble mortar. Ifa brafs one is ufed, the falts 


of the fpunge attract fo much of the metal as 
to acquire an emetic property. 


A Medical Commentary on fixed Air. By Mathew 
Dobfon, M. D. F. R. S.  Chefter, vo. 


‘HE fubjec&t here treated of by our ingenious 
Author we find divided into ten diffe. } 
rent fections. | 
Sect. I. Contains obfervations on the diffe- 
rent methods of procuring and adminiftering 
fixed air. 


II. On its fenfible effects i in health taken in- 
ternally. 


III. On its effects in difeafes of the putrid 
clafs. 

IV. On putrefaétion, the putrid effuvium; 
and the means of senting the putrid ef 
fluvium. 


ve On 
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On the; effects. of fixed air, on the putre- 
fa€tive procefs, and on the putrid effluvium. 

On the of of fixed air and 
ulcers. 


VII. In fome difeafes of the ftomach, ; 
Vill. In the ftone and gravel. ‘3 
1X. On the difpofition ‘to the ftone in the ; 

cyder counties, compated with fome other parts : 

of England. | 
X. On the noxious effects of fixed air. 3 


. Dr Dobfon, after enumerating the various 
methods fugaefted by different writers for’ 

procuring and adminiftering fixed air, concludes : 
the firft fection with fome experiments for de- : 
termining the different proportions of air con- : 
tained in chalk, and in the fixed and volatile 
alkalies; thefe being the fubftances moft com- 
monly directed for the fupply of fixed air. 


Experiment I. | 
. Two drams of powdered and well dried 
chalk were put into a twenty ounce phial, and 
to. this were added: three ounces of water.: the 
| _ Vial, chalk, and water, weighed exactly nine 
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~ ounces, fix drams, and one fcruple.—As much 


of the acid of vitriol, diluted with water, was then 
added, as was fufficient to feparate the whole of 
the fixed air from the chalk, which was effeéted 
by one ounce, one fcruple, and twelve grains 


of the diluted acid.—The vial, with its con- 


tents, now weighed ten ounces, fix drams, and 
ten grains.—Two {cruples therefore, and two 
erains of fixed air had been feparated from this 
quantity of chalk by the addition of the acid. 


II, 

Two drams of dry and pure falt of tartar, 
managed as in the preceding Experiment, 
yielded one fcruple and eight grains of fixed 
air.—The refult of this experiment correfponds, 
our Author obferves, with a fimilar one made 
by Dr Black, as related in the fecond volume 


of the Phyfical and Literary Effays of 


Edinburgh. 


; 


Two drams of volatile fal ammoniac, carefully 
treated as in the firft Experiment, gave out two 
fcruples and eight grains of fixed air. 


Part I, 26... It 
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It appears therefore from thefe Experiments, 
that two drams of each of thefe fubftances con- 
tain’ the following proportions of fixed air : 


Volatile fal ammoniac 48 grains. 
Chalk - - grains. 
Salt of tartar - - 28 grains, 


In the above Experiments, fome fmall portion 
of water, or other heterogeneous matter, might 
have arifen together with the fixed air, had not 
care been taken to prevent it, by ufing a very 


tall vial, which was kept flightly corked os 
the effervefcence. 


. 


Section fecond, our Author that 
i pyrmont, and other mineral waters ftrongly 
impregnated with fixed air, when drank in their 
i 3 full vigour. as immediately drawn from the 
1} 7 fpring, have a very fenfible effect on the brain 
| .and nervous fyftem. They raife the fpirits, 
diffufe an agreeable glow through the whole 
body, quicken the pulfe, and often excite a 
vertigo and temporary intoxication. | 


To'determine whether fixed air, as procured 
by art for medicinal purpofes, produces fimilar 
effects, different experiments were tried; and 
the 
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the effects obferved to refule from it were ex- 
a&tly fuch as thofe found to procéed from the 
internal ufe of pyrmont and other waters of the 
fame nature. 

In the third Section, we are favoured with 
obfervations on the effects of fixed air in dif 
eafes of the putrid clafs. 

Four cafes of Putrid fever are related, in 
which the internal exhibition of fixed air, pro- 
duced in a very fhort {pace of time the removal of 
very alarming fymptoms; and in all of them com- 
plete cures were at laft effetted. The medicine 
was here conveyed to the ftomach by a frequent 
repetition of faline draughts in the ftate of 


effervefcence; a more expeditious mode of ap- 


plying it, our Author — than in the 
Seem: of clyfters. 

the fecondary fever of the {mall. pox, 
which is often accompanied with fymptoms of 
the putrid kind, fixed air is recommended as a 
medicine of fingular efficacy; and we are here — 
favoured with a cafe of this kind,. feleé&ted, we 
are told, from a number of others, in which 
fixed air was given with advantage. 

Three other cafes of this nature are after 
wards. related; two of which’ were comimuni- 
C2 cated 
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cated. by Dr Haygarth, and the. other by. Mr 
Sandback, in which fome very putrid fymp- 
toms appeared in the confluent fmall-pox; and 
which were effectually checked the 
exhibition of fixed air, 

In a cafe of gangrene of the n and thigh, 


communicated by Dr Percival, fixed air given bs 
internally, was the apparent means of a cure 4 
} being obtained. We are afterwards favoured 4 
| with fome remarks on the utility of the fame q 


remedy in the putrid ulcerous fore throat. | 


In cafes of pulmonary confumptions, our Au- 
thor acknowledges that he never met with a 
fingle inftance in which the patient recovered by 
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Our Author,..when of the effets 
of fixed air in-cafes of fea fcurvy, fays, that 


many 


the ufe of this remedy. But in cafes of abfcefs 4 
in the lungs, whether from peripneumony or ac- 4 
cidental injury, he has Known very falutary.- 4 
effects producéd by it; and two cafes of this * 
nature are here related, in which all the fymp- ‘ 
toms had become.very alarming; and which 3 
were both cured by the infpiration of fixed 
air, from an effervefcing mixture, together 
with the interna exhibition of faline | 
draughts. 
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many feamen affected with this diforder, on 
coming into port have fallen under his care, 
and have’ been cured by the effervefcing 


draughts; or by proper dofes of Mr. Bewly’s 


mephitic julep wafhed down with lemonade. 


In Seétion fourth, we are favoured with 
feveral ingenious remarks on putrefaction, the 
putrid effluvium, and on the means of correct- _ 
ing the putrid effluvium. And. in the fifth 
Section are related, fome experiments for de- 


termining the effeéts of fixed air on the putre- 


factive procefs, and onthe putrid efluvium. 


From thefe Experiments Dr Dobfon con- 
cludes, that a diftin€tion ought to be made 
between putrefaction and the product of putre- 
faction; and that fixed air checks, or puts a 
{top to the putrefadclive fermentation, but does 


meliorate or fweeten the putrid effuvium the 


product of putrefaction—Hence we fee, fays 
the Doétor, why lime-kilns in the neighbour- | 
hood of populous cities, or large veffels of fer- 
menting liquors: placed in rooms filled with 
noxious air, can have no effect in meliorating 
this, unlefs the fixed air which is thrown out 
come in conta& with the putrefying body. It 

C 3 may 


‘ re 
7 ‘ 
4 
| 
ay 
| 


38 MEDICAL 


may then indeed, he remarks, check the putrid 
fermentation, and thus be of ufe by cutting off 


the fource whence the putrid efluvium is de- 
rived, 


In Section fixth, where our Author treats of 
the ufe of fixed air in cachexies and phagedenic 
ulcers, he remarks, that in genuine and con- 
firmed cancers he never found any fenfible 
progrefs towards a cure, or any confiderable 
benefit, further than a mitigation of the pain, 
from the ufe of this remedy. But in old, 
{preading, ill-conditioned ulcers, he has em- 4 
ployed it with obvious advantage.—In many | 
inftances it has relieved the pain, brought on a 
more favourable digeition, and in fome it has | 
effected a.complete cure. 


From confidering fixed air both as a tonic 
and as a corrector of acrimony, Dr Dobjion 3 
was induced to give it to feveral fcrophulous _ : 
patients. In fome it afforded fenfible relief, 4 
but in none did it ever efie& a cure. In other : 
cachexies, however, he remarks, it has been a 
more fuccefsfully adminiftered; and in con- 
firmation of this, two cafes are here related: one 
of an obftinate jaundice, and the other of a 
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tedious eruption upon the fkin; in both of 
which complete cures were obtained by the 
internal exhibition of fixed air. 

In Seétion feventh we are favoured with fe- 
veral cafes of diforders of the ftomach, in which 
the ufe of fixed air was attended with very evi- 
dént advantages. In cafes of debility and 
morbid irritability of the ftomach, fixed air 
given in the form of effervefcing draughts, pro- 
duced the fame good effects as are ufually 
obtained in fuch diforders from mineral waters 
containing fixed air. | 

In Séétion eighth, which contains remarks 
on the ufe of fixed air in the ftone and gravel, 
Dr Dobfon obferves, that the ufe: of this 
remedy in thefe diforders was firft fugeefted, 
by its having been proved by the Hon. Henry 
Cavendifh, that calcareous earths are made 


foluble in water, by being united with more 


than their natural proportion of fixed air. 
This fact, with refpe& to the folubility of 
calcareous earths in fluids impregnated with 
fixed air being properly afcertained, the next 
point to be determined was, whether this fluid 
may be tranfmitted by the courfe of the circu- 


Jation fo as to enter the bladder unchanged, 
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and whether the urine would be thus fufficiently 
medicated with fixed air. 


That the fixed air of fluids taken into the » 
ftomach paffes in the courfe of circulation into 
bladder, is now, our Author remarks, 
pretty clearly demonftrated; Dr Prieftley having : - 
more than once expelled from a quantity of 
frefh made urine, by means of heat, more than 
one-fifth of its bulk of pure fixed air, The 
obfervations too of practical writers concerning 
the efficacy of thofe mineral waters, malt- 
liquor, and other fluids which contain great 
proportions of fixed air, in calculous cafes, is 


a farther argument, he thinks, in favour of this : 
doétrine. | 4 

After enumerating a variety of faéts in fa. 4 
vour of fixed air, as a prefervative, a palliative, 4 
or a folvent of the ftone, Dr Dobfon briefly 4 
mentions the refult of his own experience, 4 
concerning the ufe of this fluid in difeafes of the . 
urinary paffages in general, whether gravel, } 
ftone, abfcefs, or erofion. 


In two cafes of .abfcefs in the kidney, ac- 
companied with great pain, he¢tic fever, wafting, 
and difcharge of pus, the good effects of fixed 
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gir were evident in alleviating the pains, abat- 
ing the heétic, and forwarding the. cure, In 
{ome few inftances of erofion, he has likewife 
experienced very good effects from fixed air. In 
the gravel he: has met with many proofs of its 
efficacy. But with refpect to the ftone, he has 
had very little, and he has not had any decifive 
experience of the effects of fixed air in that dif- 
order. - It may be afked, he fays, whether any 
one cafe has yet occurred, in which a ftone in 
the bladder has been totally diffolved by the ef- 
fe&ts of this remedy. No fuch cafe, our Author 
apprehends, has hitherto occurred; the noted 
patient of Dr Hulme, whofe ftone was fuppofed — 


_ tohave been diffolved, being lately dead, when 


on diffeétion a great many fill calculi were 
found in the bladder, with feveral others broken 


into very fmall fragments. Thefe calculi 


ing all rough furfaces, with various ridges, or 
eminent lines, running upon them, made it fup- 
pofed indeed that a partial folution had begun 
to take place. The immediate caufe of this 
patient’s death, we are informed, was found to 
be an obftruction formed by an enlargement of 
the proftate gland. | | 
os With 
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With refpeé to the method of adminiftering 
fixed air in cafes of gravel, our Author does not 
approve fo much of injecting it intothe bladder, as 
throwing it into the general mafs of blood, by 
means of draughts taken into the ftomach in 
the ftate of efférvefcence. By fuch draughts 
being frequently exhibited, while at the fame 
time the patient’s common drink is ordered to 
be mephitic water, wort fweetened with honey, 
mead, or found malt liquor, the urine we are 
told may be well impregnated with a conftant 
and copious fupply of fixed air. An impreg- 
nation will thus be obtained even to a higher if 
degree, our Author fuppofes, than by imme- i 
diately injecting the mephitic water into the 

bladder. | 
In Seétion ninth, which contains remarks on 
the difpofition to the ftone in thé cyder coun- 
tries, compared with fome other parts of Eng- 
land, Dr Dobfon endeavours to afcertain this 
point by comparing the number of patients cut 
for the ftone in the different hofpitals of the dif- 
tri¢ts to which he applied for information, with 
the whole number of both in and out patients. 
- We cannot here pretend to give the particular 
| | report 
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report from every hofpital as ‘related by Dr 
Dobfon ; but the following general conclufion 
will convey to our Readers a tolerably exact 
idea of our Author’s intelligence upon this 
point. Inthe Gloucefter, Worcefter, Hereford, 
and Exeter hofpitals, 121 patients have been 
cut for the ftone out of 47,646, or 1 In 394. 
The report of the north-eaft part of England, 
including the hofpitals of Newcaftle, York, and 
Leeds and Manchefter, fhows, that 228 have 
been cut out of 95,770 patients, or r in 420. 


- The report of the north-weft part of England, 
comprehending the hofpitals of Liverpool, 
Chefter, Shrewfbury, and the whole of North 


Wales, mentions only 16 patients who have 
undergone the operation out of 51,574, or 1 in 
3,223. The ftone therefore is a more common 
difeafe, our Author concludes, in the cyder dif- 
trict, than in North Wales and the North of 
England. And this inquiry, he obferves, con- 
firms. the general Opinion, that thofe liquors — 
which are hard, and contain a crude acid, are 
prejudicial to conftitutions which have a difpofi- 
tion to the ftone; the cyder drank by the poor- | 
er people in the cyder countries. being weak, 
and 
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and containing little fixed air, but a large pro- 
portion of crude acid, the product of a partial 
acetous fermentation. 


From the ftone being a difeafe which prevails 
-much more in Certain diftri&s than in others, 
and from our not being able to account for 
this by any circumftance hitherto difcovered 
refpecting either food, drink, or fituation, our 
Author thinks, that it may fometimes be con- 
fidered as a difeafe of the conftitution, being 
rather.an animal production than proceeding 
from ftony matter introduced ad extra, and af- 
terwards collected and concreted in the kidneys 
and bladder; and this opinion he very ingeni- 4 
oufly fupports by a number of arguments both — ‘ 
from facts and analogy. 


In the tenth and laft Se€tion, which treats of 
the noxious effects of fixed air, Dr Dobfon en- 4 
deavours to fupport and corroborate an opinion 
he fome time ago advanced, with refpect to the 
caufe of death in fuch, animals as are killed by 
the air in the Grotto di Cani, in the caverns of 
Schwalbach and Pyrmont, or by the vapours 
cf burning charcoal, In fuch inftances it has. 
keen the opinion of Hoffman, Hales, Morgagni, 

and 
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and others, that death is produced by fuffoca- 
tion; but Dr Dobfon fuppofes, that it rather 
occurs from the vital principle. itfelf being im- 
mediately extinguifhed by the action of thefe 
vapours on the brain and nervous fyftem. 
Suffocation, or the taking away life by a ftop- 
page of refpiration, is not, he obferves, an in- 

ftantaneous, but a gradual procels -whereas in. 
thofe ‘animals which are killed by being im-— 


~merfed in fixed air, death is immediate and 


without ftrugele. Even flies and. other infects 
which have no lungs, and confequently cannot 
fuffer by fuffocation, inftantly drop down mo. 


—tionlefs. Two inftances are afterwards related. 


of the fatal effects produced upon animal life 
by that fpecies of fixed air which is continually 
emitted in large quantities from lime-kilns, 
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dufficient prudence and caution, and difagreeable 


_ of authors who have written upon this fubject, 


and having mentioned the different fubftances 
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IV. 


Differtalis Medica Inauguralis de Chirurgia Infu- 
foria renovanda.—~ Aufiore Joanne Maria Reg- 
naudot. Lugduni Batavorum. 


Y the term chirurgia infuforia is here meant 
that operation by which different kinds of 
liquids may be thrown immediately into the 
courfe of circulation by being injected at an ori- 
fice made in a vein. By this operation, which 
was firft put in praétice about the middle of the 
laft century, it was expected by practitioners, 
that as the different articles made ufe of would 
in: this way be brought more quickly into the 
courfe of circulation, fo their effects would be 
more immediate and attive. But this new in- 
novation in practice not being carried on with 


confequences having occurred from it, it was 


accordingly in a fhort time after its introduction 
laid entirely afide. 


Dr Regnaudot, after enumerating a number — 


that were commonly ufed for injeCting, proceeds 
to 
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to recapitulate fome Experiments inftituted by 
himfelf. 


A man, in the ifland of Guadaloupe, aged 
about eighteen or twenty years, who had a lang 
time laboured under that fpecies of berpes. 

termed by the natives dartres rouges, and which 
is always a certain forerunner of Jepra, at Jaft 
: applied. to our Author for his affiftance. 


Every remedy which had been tried having 
produced no good effec, and the poor man be- 
ing from the nature of his diforder almoft en- 
__ tirely fecluded from every intercourfe with other 
i people, our Author was thereby induced to 
trial of the practice now under confidera- 

tion. 


ExpPpERIMENT I, 

On the 27th January 1770, half a fpoonful 
of a weak infufion of fenna leaves was injected 
at an Opening made in the Median vein of the 
left arm.—No other inconvenience was pere 
ceived to enfue than a flight head-ach. 


The quantity of infufion here injected was 
intended, to have been more cenfiderable ; but 
this we are informed was prevented by the rifing | 
of 
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of a {mall thrombus or tumour round the orifice 
in the vein. : 


Experiment II. 


about: an ounce of the fame 
infufion was this day injeéted.—In the fpace of 
half an hour or thereby, the patient was feized 
with a violent fhivering and frequent vomitings. 
To thefe fucceeded heat, frequent ftools, and 
the feverith fit continued a confiderable part of 
the day. 


Experiment HI... 


Thrée ounces of an infufion containing two 
drams of lignum guaiaci and two. fcruples of. 
ichthyocella, were injected a little before eight 
in the morning on the 2gth of January. At 3 
this time the pulfe was. natural, and the fkin 3 
foft. In the fpace of half an hour,. the patient 
was feized with a violent fhivering, fevere 
gripes, had two ftools, and the feverifh fit con- 
tinued till five o ‘clock, i in the iste 


EXPERIMENT IV. 


As the acrimony of the liquors injected in the. 

| preceding Experiments might be fuppofed to be 
in fome meaftire the caufe of the febrile fymp- 
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folutio# ofa milder natuté ‘was there- 
fore midde’ the fubject of the prefent trials 
Two drams of’ gum arabic being diffolved in 
three ounces of water, the folutio’ was: injetted 
at eight o’tlock ‘in ‘fhe morning. About hine 
‘o'clock the fhivefi ing: ‘commenced, and the'patfe 
‘became fmall, ard extremely’ “The 


fever continued a confiderable part“of the fol- 


lowing night; the patient had ‘three ftools } ‘the 
heat was not fo intenfe as in thé ‘preceding Ex- 


‘periments, but the fweat which vepapana was 


exceedingly copious. 

~The fuccefs from ‘thefe trials, in removing 
the patient’s diforder, being very uncertain, 
while, on thé ‘contrary, the inconveniencies 
produced by them were confiderable; our 
Author was thereby prevented from any further — 
profecution of the experiments. The 
fions, however, which he forms from thefe 
above related are very ingenious, and we fhall 
here prefent our readers with fome of them: 

aft: Thefe Experiments, our Author thinks, 
prove, that irritation’ nay be produced 
in the heart, and even large blood-veffels, by 
the intreduction of an heterogeneous matter to 
the general mafs of blood, 
> Parti. ad, 
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ad, They likewife thew, that a febrile | pe 
roxy{m may thereby be raifed at pleafure. - 
3d, That fuch febrile affe€tions may be in- 
duced with. equal certainty, by. the introdudtion 
of the blandeft materials, as by thofe of a much 
more ftimulating nature; as particularly ap- 
pears from the laft experiment, with a folntion es 
of gum arabic. 
4th, That every injection, however mild, 
will act as a purgative. 
5th, That every fpecies of purgative ufed in this 
way, will act as an emetic. This conclufion, 
he obferves, is confirmed by different experi- 
ments of this kind, recorded in fome papers in 
the Philofophical Tranfactions, and other pub- 
lications on this fubject. 
6th, That the fpace o of half an hour is re- 
quired, for the production. of fuch {ymptoms 
as arife from remedies ufed in this manner. 


The heart our Author confiders as an organ 
of fenfe, equally diftiné and certain as thofe 
of fight and hearing; -and upon this principle 
he-accounts: for and explains all the preceding 
conclufions. 


blood. being’ deftined nature as a 
ftimulus to the heart, it follows therefore, our 
Author 
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Author remarks, that a ceftain harmony of 
fympathy muft fubfift between the heart as the 
fentient organ, and the blood as the acting 
principle. So long as this natural harmony 
{ubfifts between the blood and its fenforium, 
fo long will the former produce that degree of 


_ itritability in the latter, which is neceffary for 


the production of that equable and moderate 
re-action requifite for carrying on the circulation 


of the blood in a ftate of health. But when-. 


ever any heterogeneous matter is introduced to 
the circulation, whether by a depraved digef- 
tion, by abforption of morbid miafmata, or 
by a retention of fuch excrementitious parts of 
the blood as ought to have been difcharged; in 
any of thefe cafes, the blood becomes fo changed 
and corrupted as to prevent its acting as a pro- 
per ftimulus to the heart, 
That organ being now a¢ted upon by a more 
powerful ftimulating matter than by nature it 
was accuftomed to, is accordingly thrown into 
more frequent, ftrong, and irregular degrees 
of re-action. And hence, our Author remarks, 
may be accounted for, thofe fhiverings, pal- 
pitations, and other febrile fymptoms, which in 
fuch cafes univerfally enfue. In the fame man- 
ner, 
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ner, all the fymptoms of a temporary fever are 
produced by the injection of any heterogeneous 
fluid, proceeding, he fuppofes, from their aét- 

ing as ftimulants to the-heart and larger blood- 
 vefiels.. On this principle may be explained 
all the phenomena obferved to occur from the 
practice, and in no other way does he think 
they could be accounted -for, 


. From. thefe injectioris a€ting as fuch power: 
ful ftimulants ‘to the heart, fome advantages, 
our Author thinks, might be detived from them, 
in thofe cafes e{pecially where a. excites 
ment is wifhed for. 


‘In cafes of afphyxia, whetlier produiced by 
the imprudent application of mephitic vapours, 
or by any other caufe, this fpecies of ftimulus, 
Author thinks, will probably be ‘found 
more effectual than all the ordinary remedies 
-ufually had recourfe to.—Jn fuch inftances, either 
warm water by itfelf, or mixed with a few drops 
either of volatile alkali, or of wine, is recom-. 
mended as the beft fpecies of injection. The 
' fame remedy, front its ftimulating properties, is 
alfo advifed to. be employed in comatofe affec- 
tions, and likewife in cafes of catarrhous fuf- 
‘focations. of the utility to be 

derived 
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derived from this pradtice by the ftimulating 
powers of fuch injeCtions, other advantages, 
our Author thinks, may likewife be expected 


from them. 


Thus, in cafes of fcurvy, where the ufual 
remedies might, in the common method of ex- 
hibiting them, be confiderably altered in their 
properties before reaching the courfe of circus 
lation, by throwing them direétly into the mafs. 
of blood; their effects, he thinks, will not only 
be more certain, but much more expeditious 
than when firft taken into the ftomach; and 
thus a very {mall quantity of any of the anti- 


{corbutic juices, injected either by itfelf, or 


properly diluted, may probably prove more 


~ effectual in obtaining a cure, than much larger 


quantities taken in the ordinary way. By 
injecting only fmall quantities of thefe remedies 
at once, their ftimulating effeéts, we are told, 
wil! be entirely prevented, as is rendered pro- 
bable indeed by the effeéts of Experiment ft. 

In jaundice, and every other fpecies of 
cachexy, the fame. kind of remedy may pro- 
bably, our Author thinks, be eens with 
advantage. 
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Frid. Forkenbeck Differtatio, inquirens caufam 


perfetia depletionis vaforum in Cadavere de- 
tefle. 8vo. WHiarderovici. 


Y way of Preface to the Treatife before us, 

and as a confirmation of the fact with refpect 
to the depletion of the larger blood-veffels after 
death, our Author favours us with the hiftary 
of a cafe taken from the Ratio Medendi of Dr 
Haen, in which, upon diffeétion, the blood-— 
veffels were found altogether flaccid and empty ; 
no blood whatever being obfervable either in 
the arteries or veins. 

It was remarkable here too, that the patient 
was not much debilitated by a tedious illnefs; 
five hours only before death, the pulfe having a 
been quick, full, and hard; and fome blood a 


taken away about that time having an 
inflammatory appearance. 

An empty ftate of the veins after death has a 
not been ufually obferved. But the arteries have _ 2 
been fo univerfally found in this condition, that 3 
from this circumftance we muft account forthe = 
fuppofition of the ancients with refpect to are 4 
teries even during life being filled merely with a: 


air, 


— 
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air. But although the veins are not in general 
found empty after death, yet inftances have 
occurred: of their being fo, as was par- 


ticularly remarkable in the cafe related by De 


Haen; and it always happens, our Author 
obferves, that the veins, on diffection, are 
found flaccid and lefs turgid than during life. 


The caufe commonly affigned for this flacci- 
dity and empty ftate of the arteries after death, is, 
that their contractile power pufhes for wardtheir 
contents into the correfponding veins: This, 


_ our Author remarks, might account fufficiently 


for the phznomenon with refpect to the arteri- 
al fyftem; but does not, in any refpect explain 
the appearance when found to occur in the 
veins; and he is led to fuppofe, that a very 
different caufe from any hitherto advanced will, 
on examination, be found to be the true one, 
both with refpect to the arteries and veins. 


Although the power of contraction in the 
{mall capillary blood-veffels is not perhaps con- 


_fiderable, yet, that they do to a certain degree 


enjoy fuch a power, is evident from various 
circumftances; and particularly, our Author 
remarks, from the effects of pain, fear, &c. 
upon the veffels on the furface. Thefe, ac- 
cording 
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cording to Sanctorius, and others, tend always 
to diminifh confiderably the quantity of infen- 
fible perfpiration. 


Having endeavoured to eftablifh the fact 
with refpect to this contractile power of capil- 
lary veffels, our Author then proceeds to 
fhew, that the diameters of thefe veffels mutt 
after death be confiderably increafed, in con- 
fequence of that univerfal relaxation always 
obierved to occur on the approach of death. 


By fuch a relaxation through all the capillary 
fyftem, a confiderable addition, he fuppofes, 
muft be made to the capacities of thefe veffels, 
which will enable them to contain, if not all, © 
at leaft the greateft part of the whole mafs of 
blood; and in this manner, in the dead body, 
he thinks, all that part of the blood is difpofed 


of, with which during life the larger arteries 
and veins are known to be filled. 


This opinion, our Author fuppofes, might, 
‘a priori, perhaps be doubted; but the fact, he 
thinks, is rendered certain by the refult of the 
following Experiment. 

A piece of flefh, weighing five pounds, taken. 
from an animal newly killed, was toafted till ic 
was almoft dry. Then there was found to 

remain 


| . 
ms 
> 
7 
t = 
J 
ei 
« 
’ 
» 
~ 
ad 
4 
4 
a 


COMMENTARIES. 57 


remain only’.one pound; fo that here four 
pounds of fluids were evaporated, which in the 
piece of flefh had adhered to the capillary vef- 
fels; and from hence, our Author obferves, 
the opinion in queftion is not only corroborated, 
~ but from this Experiment it appears too, that 
_ in the human body there are at leaft four parts 
fluid, to one of folid matter. 


It may perhaps be objected, he Sapein to 
the theory here advanced, that the fame caufe 
_which produces an empty ftate of the larger 
arteries after death, fhquld have the fame ef- 
fect upon the veins likewife. But the veins 
being almoft every where furnifhed with valves 
which during life effectually prevent a retrograde 
motion of the blood, the fame caufe he thinks 
may, even after death, ferve to prevent the re- 
turn of the blood into the fmaller capillaries, 
When the blood indeed happens to be in a thin 
diffolved ftate, a confiderable part of it may 
probably, he fuppofes, fall back into the 
-fmalier fet of veffels; and in fuch inftances the 
large veins as well as the arteries will all be 
found empty, as in the cafe 
from De Haen. 
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_ The blood taken from De Haen’s patient im- 
‘mediately before death, having had the buffy 
coat, together with other appearances of inflam- 
‘mation, is no objection, our Author remarks, 
to this fuppofition,, of its having been in a dif- 
folved ftate. For, the appearance of blood on 
being drawn either from an artery or a vein is 
fo eafily affefted by various trivial caufes, that 
no juft conclufion, he thinks, can be drawn from 
this circumftance, either for or againft the argue 
ment in queftion. 


VI. 


Jo. Ern. Theoph. Guerick Differtatio de Sulpbure 
Antimonii aurato liquido. 8vo. Erfurti. 


HE Author of this Differtation does not | 
pretend that he is the difcoverer of the re- 
medy here treated of; this he candidly attri- 
butes to its real inventor, Dr Chriflianus Jaco- 
bus, a celebrated German phyfician and chemift. 
The intention of the prefent publication is merely 
to make more generally known a medicine, which ~ 

he confiders to be of very great importance. 
The common fulphur auratum antimonii of 
the fhops, and likewife the kermes minerale, have 
| long, 
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- Jong, our Author remarks, been juftly efteemed 


as the moft effectual preparations of antimony. 
But a continued ufe of thefe remedies being 
frequently productive of troublefome affections — 


of the ftomach, a medicine deftitute of the acri- 


mony of either of thefe, and at the fame time 
pofiefied of all their influence, was therefore 
much wanted; and this we are informed is 
now difcovered in the remedy under confi- 
deration. The following is recommended by 
Dr Jacobus as the beft way of preparing the 
medicine. 


Take any quantity of the ordinary falphur of 


_ antimony diffolved in the ufual alkaline lixivie 


um, let one half of it be evaporated to fuch a 
confiftence as that an ege may {wim in it; and 


an equal qu.ntity of the exprefied oil of poppies 


or of almonds being then added to it, the whole 
is to be well mixed and gently boiled till the oil 
be no longer perceptible; and the other half of the — 
lixivium being then added by degrees, the boil- 
ing is to be continued till the acrimony of the 
alkali is alfo deftroyed. 


~The mafs being now of nearly the confilt- 


ence of a poultice, is ‘to be put into a receiver, 
and being covered with alcohol to the depth of 
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five inches, the mixture is then to be fet to di- 

geft for the fpace of two days. At the end of 
that time, a confiderable quantity of watery 
fluid will be found at the bottom of the re 
ceiver; and the mafs {fwimming in it being 
taken out, is to be dried to the confiftence and 
firmnefs of common foap. 


The fulphur auratum antimonii being thus 
converted into a foap, is in this form to be kept 


for ufe, and part of it may at any time be con- 4 
verted into a liquid by being diffolved in fpirit 
of wine, which proves for this article a very a 
complete menftruum. 4 
This medicine, independently of its contain- 
ing the fulphur of antimony in greater quantity q 
than any other liquid hitherto difcovered, is per- 3 


feétly deftitute of that difagreeable naufeous 
flavour fo univerfally obferved in every other. 3 
preparation of this nature; and the acrimony 4 
of the remedy being effectually deftroyed by the . 
~ oil with which it is combined, it is thereby pre- 
vented, as was already remarked, from pro- 
ducing any improper effects upon the ftomach, 
while, at the fame time, all its influence on the 
conftitution is preferved, as a preparation of: 
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As a-ptoof of ‘this, “various: 
in which this ‘remedy ‘has’ 
found effedtual after every other medicine had 
been tried in vain; and among others, a cafe 
of .obftinate lepra is mentioned, in which 4 
complete cure was obtained by it in the {pace 
of two months, after mercury, zthiops anti- 
monii, and even Plummer’s powder had. been 
ufed ‘without any fuccefs. In this cafe, : five 
grains of the foap in the form of pills were given 
morning, and evening; at the fame time that 
forty drops of the tincture were exhibited twice a 
day, in :a decoction of junipér root.. In abfti- 
nate cafes of chronic rhevmatifm,. this remedy 


_ we are told is remarkably efficacious ; our Aw: 


thor him{elf, having in feveral inftances feen it 
ufed with advantage. At is likewife recommend: | 
ed in every cafe of lepra, {cabies, tinea capitis, 

and in all chronic exanthematous diforders. 


In cafes of chronic afthma it is faid to be par- 
ticularly ferviceable; and likewife in dropfical ° 
affections, whether of the whole habit, of the 
breaft,, or abdomen. Our Author mentions 
feveral remarkable cures performed by it in 
cafes of dropfy. 
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In cafes of fluor albus, and of gonorrhea, 
whether from a venereal taint or any other 


caufe, this liquid preparation of antimony is re- 


commended as being frequently an ufeful re- , 3 
medy. In hemicrania too, we are told, it has x 
been ufed with advantage. | 
This remedy, however, fhould never be had é 
recourfe to, Dr Guerick remarks, where there is a 
reafon to fufpeét vomica or any internal ulcera = 
tion; nor fhould it ever be ufed where fymp- 
toms of hettic fever are obfervable. He gives, BS 


as a general caution, dire€tions for emptying 
the blood-veffels in every cafe of plethora be- 
fore this medicine be exhibited: and he defire 

too, that whenever the ftomach and bowels are 
in any degree affected, they may be previoufly 
cleanfed of all their improper contents, 
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VII. 


Praftical Obfervations on the Treatment of Con- 
fumptions, By Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D. 
Member. of the Royal College of Phyficians, 
London, and F.R.S, 8vo. London, 


THE frequency and fatality of pulmonary 
complaints in this country are fo well 
known, and have been fo often lamented, that 


every well-meant endeavour to improve the 


method of treating them cannot fail of meeting 


with a candid reception from the public. 


T he Author of the work before us, who is al- 
ready well known by feveral other valuable pro- 
ductions, does not profefs to give. a fyftematic 
treatife on the fubje&t; but, as he informs us in 
the preface, has confined himfelf to a few ob-— 
fervations on the remedies that have hitherto 
been the moft commonly employed; together — 
with fuch other remarks as have occurred to 
him in the courfe of his practice. 


Dr Simmons dwells chiefly on the treatment 
of that {pecies of genuine phthifis which has its 
origin from tubercles ; his firft fection therefore 
contains 
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contains fome account of thefe concretions. In 
the fecond Section the Author defcribes the 
fymptoms and progrefs of the difeafe, together 
with the methods of treating it. To the marks 
of a predifpofition to phthifis, which are com- | 
monly to be met with in Authors, Dr Simmons a 
has added the following, viz. found teeth, 
which, as the difeafe. advances, ufually become 
of a milky white colour, and more or lefs tranf- 
parent. Dr Simmons obferves, that this cir- 
cumftance was firft communicated to him by the 
learned Profeffor Camper, when he vifited him 
in Weft Friefland. Profeffor Camper fuppofes 
it to attend | ‘every fpecies’ of pulmonary con- 
fumption; but'from repeated and attentive’ ob- 
fervations, ‘Dr’ Simimons is induced to be of 
opinion, that it-i is the- diftinguifhing character- 
iftic-of a genuine phthifis from’ tubercles, or of 
: a prédifpofition to it; He remarks, that of thofe | 
: who are carried off by this difeafe, the greater 
| number will 4 found. never to have had a ca- 


In fpeaking of the different {pecies of cough 
which precede phthifis he notices that which 
begins in the form of catarrh, ‘and likewife that 
which is occafioned by an immediate’ inflamma- 

tion 
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tion of fome parts of the lungs. He lays dowa 
the beft method of treating each of thefe; after 


_ which he obferves, that a fymptomatic cough, 


which has its rife, not from catarrh, or from an 
immediate inflammation of the lungs, but from 
their fympathy with the ftomach, has fometimes 


~ laid the foundation of phthifis, from its having 


been miftaken, and of courfe improperly treated. 
This complaint is fo far from being relieved by 
bleeding, that it conftantly grows worfe after it. 
The oily remedies likewife ferve only to exafpe- 
rate it; but it feldom fails to give way to one 
or two gentle pukes, and the occafional ufe of 


mild purges. 


Our Author then proceeds to delineate the 


_ progrefs of the difeafe through what he ftiles 


the inflammatory and fuppurative ftages of it. 
He obferves, that the heétic fever which accom- 
panies this and fome other chronic difeafes is 
evidently the effect of acrimony, and moft come 
monly of pus, abforbed and carried into the cir- 
culation. The nature of this acrimony and the 
different irritability of different patients, we 
are told, are probably the foyrces of the variety 
we obferve in fevers of this denomination. In 
the advanced ftage of the difeafe, he fuppofes 

Part I, the 
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the fever induced to be truly of the putrid kind, 
it having been well denominated Febris beéctica 
putrida by the judicious Morton, who confiders 
it as being combined with a peripneumonic or 
inflammatory fever, which recurs as often as 
frefh tubercles begin to inflame. For although 
our Author has named one period of the difeafe 
the inflammatory, and another the fuppurative 
period, yet he does ‘not mean that the latter is 
exempt from inflammation; becaufe, while 
matter is poured into the bronchiz, or abforbed 
and carried into the fyftem from one part of the 
lungs, other parts are in a crude ftate of inflame 
mation, or advancing towards fuppuration; a 
circumftance which eafily accounts for the oc- 
cafional combination of inflammatory  fymp- 
toms with thofe of the putrid heétic. | 

Dr Simmons obferves, that in the different 
periods of the difeafe, the curative indications 
are fufficiently obvious; that to prevent the 
formation of frefh tubercles, to obviate the in- 
flammation of thofe already formed, to promote 
‘their refolution, to allay morbid irritability, the 
cough, and other troublefome fymptoms; and 
above all, to check the tendency to heétic, are 
the views that every rational phyfician propofes — 
5 to 
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to himfelf in the treatment of genuine con- 
fumption. He then goes on to point out how 
thefe indications are to be accomplifhed.. He 
obferves, that we know of no medicines which 
can exert their fpecific effe€ts upon the lungs 
_ by diffolving tuberculous concretions ; and that 
it is not probable, frorn what-we know of the 
animal ceconomy, that any fuch will ever be 
difcovered. He is of opinion, however, that 
medicines which operate in a geferal manner 
upon the fyftem, may, by promoting abforp- 
tion, and ditninifhing the determination to the 
lungs, tend to difperfe tubercles, or to prevent 
their formation. He thinks that the moft for- 
midable effects of ulcerated lungs, are the ° 
 abforption and confequent heétic. So that if 
can obviate thefe, diminith the prezternatu- 
ral determination to the lungs, and fulfil the 
other general indications juft now mentioned, 
we inay very often enable nature to recover 
herfelf. He allows indeed that the phyfician’s © 
art has hitherto proved very unfuccefsful in 
thefe cafes; but he fears that this is owing to 
the remedies which are employed being very 
often fuch as are adverfe to the cure, 
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Our Author then proceeds to examine each 
of thefe remedies. He obferves, that the Pe- 
ruvian bark is perhaps the moft commonly 
employed of any, and- often confidered as an 
ultimate refource in thefe cafes. He is con- 
vinced, however, that in the genuine tuber- 
culous confumption it is at all times inadmif- 
fible. He obferves, that whenever pus or any 
kind of acrimony excites an hectic, by being 
abforbed and carried into the circulation, the 
bark will never fail to exafperate the complaints, 
efpecially if it be accompanied with any degree. 
of inflammatory diathefis; unlefs when the mat- 
ter has a free outlet from the fyftem, as in the 
cafe of abfcefs, for inftance, in which we often 
find the bark productive of excellent effects. 
He adds, that it is likewife well known to be 


ufeful as a tonic, to obviate the effects of fluor, 


albus, or any other immoderate evacuation in 
delicate perfons, which by enfeebling the fyf- 
tem, very often lays the foundation of phthifis ; 
but that the moment. we have reafon to fufpect 
the lungs are ulcerated, it ought to be laid afide. 


~ He has feen the élixir of vitriol of ufe in the 
fuppurative ftage of the difeafe;’ in which it 
| feems 
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feems to att chiefly as an antifeptic, and its 


effects are to cool and refrefh the patient, and to 
check the colliquative fweats. Before the hectic 


fymptoms have come on, he thinks it may do 
harm. 


- Dr Simmons, contrary to the opinion of Dr 
Fothergill, fpeaks in favour of the balfams, 


and other warm fubftances, in the fuppurative 


ftage of the difeafe. He has experienced the 
good effects of balfam of Capaiva, and of bal- 
fam of Peru in thefe cafes, efpecially when 
conjoined with nitre. In this part of the work, 
we have a long note on the ufe of myrrh in 
hectic cafes, communicated to the Author by 
Dr. W. Saunders of Guy’s hofpital. It feems 


_ that the practice of giving myrrh in thefe cafes, 


has long been in vogue:at that hofpital; as ap- 
pears from the books of Dr Oldfield and others. 
Mr. Stead, apothecary to the hofpital, remem- 


_ bers it to have been the practice of a Phyfician 


in Yorkfhire upwards of thirty years ago, to 
give myrrh and fperma ceti in fuch cafes. And 
a bolus of thefe two ingredients has long had 
a place in the hofpital Pharmacopica. We are 
told, that in the inflammatory period of pul- 
monary difeafes, Dr. Saunders has fometimes 


found it too heating. It ought to be obferved, 
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however, that he has always prefcribed it fim- — 
ply, without the addition of nitre, or of any other 
corrector. When fuppuration has taken place, 
and the period of debility come on, he thinks 
it a good medicine. | 


Dr Simmons next confiders the effects of re- 
peated bleedings in thofe cafes; and here we 
_ meet with many judicious practical remarks, 
which the limits of our work will not allow us 
to infert, What he fays concerning the ufe of 
blifters and iffues, and of the abufe of opiates 
in pulmonary complaints, is equally deferving 
of attention. Upon the fubject of diet, exer- 
cife, and change of climate, the reader will 
likewife meet with feveral new and interefting 
obfervations. 


Dr Simmons has feldom feen bad _ effects 
from any kind of animal food, when dreffed in 
a plain manner, and eaten {paringly once a day ; 
with a large proportion of puddings, ripe fruit, ; 
butter-milk, &c. In thefe cafes, he obferves, ya! 
there is often as much danger from the quantity ed 
as from the quality of the food. He recom. 
mends a trial of the lichen iflandicus, or eringo- 
leaved liver-wort (of which fome account was 


given in a late Number of our Commentaries) 
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to be boiled in milk, and given as an article 
of food. 

Our Author is of opinion, that Dr Syden- 
ham’s recommendation of exercife on horfeback 
in pulmonary cafes has done harm, by its hav- 
ing been too generally adopted. Dr Simmons 
allows, that in fome cafes where confumption is 
a fecondary difeafe, as for example,-in the 
nervous atrophy, in the hypochondriacal con- 
fumption, or when it is the effect of long 
continued intermittents; of congeftions in any 
of the abdominal vifcera, or, in a word, 
wherever the confumption is not attended with 
an inflamed, or ulcerated ftate of the lungs, 
long journies on horfeback will be beneficial. | 
Such a practice, he adds, may likewife be highly 
ufeful in obviating an attack of phthifis; or in 
carrying off a dry hufky cough, in a perfon of 
a confumptive habit, when there is reafon to 
fuppofe that no tubercles are as yet formed. 


‘Dr Simmons relates a ftriking inftance of this 
fort, in the cafe of his own fervant. On the 


other hand, he contends, that in the confirmed 
phthifis, when the lungs are inflamed or ulcer- 
ated, much or violent exercife will be improper. _ 
He fays he has feen more than one cafe in which 
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the death of the patient was hajftened by it. 
He then makes feveral remarks on the different 
modes of exercife; and paffes on from thefe to 
the confideration of change of air and climate, 
Briftol water, fea voyages, &c. 

Our Author fpeaks highly of the efficacy of 
frequent emetics in phthifical cafes, efpecially 
when given early in the difeafe. : He is at pains © 
to difcriminate the effects of the different kinds 
of vomits that are moft commonly employed; 
thofe which aé& by their bulk, and by exciting 
naufea, fuch as carduus tea, &zc. he fays, will 
be improper. He likewife condemns the ufe 
of antimonial vomits, becaufe their operation 
is not confined to the ftomach. He obferves, 
that they produce evacuations by ftool, and a 
difpofition to fweating, and that they are confe- 
quently improper in the pulmonary he¢tic. In 
thefe cafes, he tells us, that he has often em- 
ployed the blue vitriol with advantage, when 
adminiftered in the morning, and in the follow-— 
_ing manner: The patient is firft to fwallow half 
a pint of water, and immediately afterwards the — 
vitriol, diffolved in a cup-full of water. The 
dofe of it is to be adapted to the age and other 
 circumftances of the patient; and it may be 
varied 
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varied from two grains to ten, fifteen, or twen- 
ty. In general, the moment the emetic has 
reached the ftomach, it is thrown up again; 
the patient is then directed to {wallow another _ 
half-pint of water, which is likewife fpeedily 
rejected, and this is commonly fufficient to re- 
move the naufea. | 


After thefe obfervations on emetics, Dr Sim~ 
mons fpeaks of other medicines; fuch as mer- 
curials, chalybeats, and fea-water, which are 
occafionally recommended in pulmonary com- 
plaints. The firft of thefe he deems improper 
‘in the genuine phthifis. He has likewife often 
feen chalybeats do harm in the inflammatory 
ftage of the difeafe. During his refidence at 
the German Spa, he has feen the Pouhon and 
_Geronftere water ufed to advantage in cafes of 
fcrophulous phthifis, He obferves, that in 

— fuch ‘patients, the mefenteric glands are com- 
monly more or lefs difeafed; and that mineral 
waters, by their ftimulus, have a tendency to 
obviate this complaint. With regard to fea- 
water, he fufpeéts that too much has been faid 
of its efficacy, even in fcrophulous cafes. He | 
obferves, that it evidently does harm in every 
ftage of the genuine phthifis; at firft by its 
2 ftimulus, 
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ftimulus, and its tendency to haften the in- 


flammation of the tubercles, and afterwards by 


augmenting the fymptoms of hectic. Dr Sim- - 


mons afferts, that he can place but little con- 


fidence in any thing Dr Ruffel has faid concern- 
ing fea-water. 


Befides the ufe of internal remedies in pul- 
monary affections, our Author obferves, that 
phyficians have often prefcribed the fteams of 
refinous and balfamic fubftances to be conveyed 


into the lungs; that the vapour of dulcified 


ipirit of vitriol dropt into warm water, has” 


likewife been ufed in thefe cafes; and is adver- 
tifed as a noftrum, under the name of Ether; 


and that the inhaling of fixed air has alfo been 


fpoken of as an ufeful practice. Dr Simmons 


has feen all of thefe methods tried at different 


times, but without having perceived any real 
advantages from them, in the fuppurative ftage 
of the difeafe, in which they might be expected 
to be of the greateft ufe; and in the beginning 
he has often found the two firft to be too 
ftimulating, He therefore prefers the fimple 


_ vapour of warm water, the good effects of 
which he has experienced in numerous. in- 
- ftances, when employed at the firft attack of the 
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difeafe. But when the complaint has made any 
confiderable progrefs, we are told, that its 
utility is lefs obvious; and when the patients 
have been much weakened, he has feen it bring © 
on profufe colliquative fweats, efpecially when 
| ufed in bed. He has therefore generally re- 
commended it to be ufed in the day-time. Dr 
Simmons clofes his work with an account of 
the danos de tierra, or earth bath; which it 
feems is an old remedy in Grenada, and fome 
other parts of Spain, in cafes of heétic fever, 
and confumption. It confifts in burying the | 
patient up to the chin in frefh mould, and is 
highly extolled by the famous Solano de 
Luque.—This remedy is likewife known to be 
of fingular efficacy in the fea-fcurvy. Dr 
Simmons gives inftances of its good effects in 
both thefe difeafes; and feems to think, that in 
both it aéts upon the fame principles, by the 
effluvia of the earth being abforbed and carried 
— into the circulation, fo as to correét the morbid 
ftate of the fluids. He tells us it has been 
prefcribed with good fuccefs at Montpellier 
and Warfaw; and he expreffes his wifhes, that 
a trial of it may be made during the hot 
months in this country, It is a vulgar prac- 
| | tice, 
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tice, he obferves, in fome parts of Britain, to 
follow the plough, and to place children in the 
newly turned furrow, as a remedy in con- 
fumptions; and he very judicioufly reminds 
_ his readers, that there is often fome good 
reafon for very old and long continued prac- 
tices, though it is frequently a long time before 
it is difcovered, and the rationale fatisfactorily 
explained. 


VII. 


Philofophical Obfervations on the Senfes of Vifion 
and Hearing, to which is added, a Treatife on 
Harmonic Sounds, and an Effay on Combuftion — 

and Animal Heat. By J. Elliot, Apothecary. 
8vo. London, 


OLTAIRE has obferved, that Nature, 

till the laft century, lay hid beneath a 
veil, Des Cartes, fays he, removed a corner 
of that veil. This obfervation might perhaps 
be applied to the Author of the work before 
us, with refpect to the fenfory, if his hypo-- 
thefis be well founded, 


He begins his obfervations on the fenfes with 
feveral new experiments on the eyes; and ob- 
ferves, 
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ferves, after others, that if the corner of the: 
eye be prefied with the finger, a luminous fpot 
or ring will appear; but with fome remarkable 
circumftances, which have not hitherto been 
noticed. The ring, for example, appears in a 
contrary fituation, with refpect to the eye, to 
that of the finger; and by moving the finger at 
intervals all round the eye, the ring appears to’ 
move in a direétion diametrically ‘oppofite 
to it. The ring, however, appears not on 
the oppofite fide of the eye, but of the face. 
For example, when the finger is on the right 
fide of the eye, the ring appears on the left fide 
of the face; when the finger is under the eye, 
the ring appears on the top of the fore-head; 
and when the finger is above the eye, the ring 
appears about the upper lip. By preffing the 
globes of the eye with his hands in the direc- 
tion of their axes, he found that a large 
luminous appearance was ‘excited, refembling 
the concavity of the leffer fegment of a fphere, 
or parabolic conoid, the margin of which 
feemed clofe to the face, but the centre of it at 
fome diftance; and the diftance appeared lefs 
as the parts were nearer to the margin. The 
ring alfo appeared: clofe to the face, provided 

the 
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the margin of the retina was prefled ; otherwife 
it appeared at fome little diftance. From the 
concavity of the luminous appearance, and its 
furrounding not the whole body, nor merely 
the eye, he concludes “* that the retina of the 
brain (as he terms it) encompaffes that portion 


of the fenfory which anfwers to the part.of the — 
face above defcribed.” 


He obferves, that by preffing both eyes, only 
one concave appearance is formed; as he knew 
by caufing the fame appearance by prefling one 
eye only. Alfo, that any two anfwerable parts 
_ of the eyes, whether excited by the rays of light, 
or by preffing the corners, yield but one fen- 
fation, as if but one eye had been affected, ex- 
cepting that the fenfation is ftronger, ‘+ Now 
as thefe are affairs, fays he, merely mechani- 
cal, or refulting from organization, and in 
which there is no opportunity of being mifled 
by cuftom or habit, as is the cafe in many 
inftances of common vifion; thefe appearances 
having occurred at the very firft time of excit- 
‘ing the lumination, may they not be made ule 
of to fettle the famous difputes concerning the 
inverfion of images in the eye, and fecing fingly — 
| with 
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with both eyes? Has not every part of the 
retina of one eye an anfwerable part in the 
other? Do not the correfponding fibres from 
the right fides of both eyes meet in the brain, 
and terminate in the left fide of the fenfory ; 
thofe from the left fides of both eyes in the 
right fide of the fenfory; and thofe from the 


’ upper and lower parts of the retina of both 


eyes in the contrary paris of the fenfory, fo as 
to be in an inverted fituation in the latter to 


what they are in the former?” Ina note fub-— 


joined to this paragraph, he anfwers the objec- 
tions which he thinks might be urged againft 
this doétrine. | 
Marriotte has publifhed a curious experi- 
ment, which fhews that there is an infenfible 
{pot in the retina at the entrance of the optic 
nerve. If any object be looked at, whofe image 
occupies the whole furface of the retina; one 
would imagine from thence that an hole or 
dark fpot fhould be perceived in the part of the 
object anfwerable thereto. But no fuch fpot or 
hole is feen. In the concave lumination exe 
cited by preffing the centre of the eye, alfo, no. 
fuch {pot is difcernible, This he explains in 


have 


4 
f 
‘ 
Be 
. 7 


So MEDICAL 


. & | have obferved, fays he, that images which © 
fall near that fpot, are not perceived as pro- 
perly defined. There is no fuch vacuity, 
therefore, in the retina of the fenfory (if I may 
be allowed the expreffion) ; it feems to be filled 
up by the fibres of the optic nerve, dif- 
perfed around that fpot in the retina, Hence 
the ill-defined images there.” 


But the general conclufions which he draws 
from his experiments are, that there are colours 
liable to be excited in the eye independently 
of the rays of light; that thefe colours are 
_caufed by vibrations anfwerable to thofe of the 
~ feveral forts of rays; that any one fort of rays 
falling on the retina, excites thofe vibrations 
only which are in union with them, and thence 
_caufes only their proper colour; and that ina 
mixture of feveral forts of rays falling on the — 
eye, each fort excites only its unifon vibrations, — 


whence the proper compound colour refults 
from the mixture of the whole. ' 


~ In the next Seétion he treats of the fenfes of 
tafte, fmell, and feeling. He obferves, that 

_ there are no taftes, or fmells, liable to be 
_ excited by irritating the organs of thefe fenfes, 
| as 
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as is the cafe with colours in the eye; but that 
‘feeling, on the contrary, is ordinarily excited 
by this means. 


The experiments which he made on the eye, 
feem to have led him to attempt fimilar ones 
on the ear; and he has difcovered that founds 
may be excited by preffing the ear, in the fame 
manner as colours may be excited by preffing 
the eye, and concludes that they have the fame — 
ufes. It is demonftrated by philofophers, he 

 obferves, that founds are caufed’by tremors, or 
vibrations in the air; and therefore, fince 
founds may be excited in the ear, which do not 
at all depend on the pulfes of air, they are 
caufed by vibrations liable to be excited-in the 
ear of the fame times, as thofe aereal vibrations 
which caufe the fame founds. Alfo, as there 
are many different notes or tones of thofe inter- 
nal founds, there are as many different vibra- 
tions liable to be excited in the ear for caufing 
them. The ufes of thefe founds may likewife 
be prefumed to be analogous to what were 
- fhewn of the innate colours, viz. that the air, 
external or internal, could not conveniently be 
} | made to communicate its vibrations immediately _ 


to the auditory nerve, but that the interpofition 
of 
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of thofe fhewn to exift in the retina were necef- 


fary to thatend. He concludes, therefore, that 


there are in the ear different times of vibration, 


liable to be excited, anfwerable to thofe of the 
air, for’ caufing the feveral gradations of found, 
analogous to what was quoted concerning vi- 
fion. And it may be proper to add, that he 
affirms, that the fame innate found is invariable 
with regard to its toné, or note; that there are 
feveral (he imagines about eight) octaves of 
them, and that while the vibrations in the 
retina are all blended together, fo as to pro- 
Guce, on excitation by preffure, a white colour 
refulting from the whole; thefe in the ear are 
on the contrary diftinct. | 


In the fourth Seétion, he gives many ob- 
fervations and hints relative to other particulars 
of hearing. For example, he endeavours to — 
make it appear probable, that hearing is com- 


pofed of found, and a tremulous fenfe of feel- 


ing; and that the former is even governed by 
the latter. The tympanum, .he argues, is 


analogous to the retina, with refpect to the 
fituation of founds, though in that membrane 
only the fenfe of feeling is~excited. Sounds 
coming from different quarters without us, he 

thinks, 
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thinks, affect different parts of the tympanum, 
as happens of the retina with regard to objects. 
He even attempts to fhew, that the difference 
of founds, whereby they are known from each 
other, though of the fame tones and loudnefs, 
depends on the principle juft mentioned. There | 
are alfo feveral new obfervations to be met with, 
relative to aerial and mufical founds; but as 
-néither thofe nor the treatife on harmonic 
- founds come within our province, we mutt refer 
thofe who are curious in fuch matters to the 
work itfelf. 

Mr Elliot’s fentiments refpecting combuftion 
and animal heat would have appeared much 
more new, had he not been anticipated in many 
particulars by Mr Crawford, of whofe Effay 
we lately gave an analyfis, For it appears that 
he had formed a theory of thofe matters on the 
- fame principles with that gentleman; and had 
even gone beyond him in fome points, though 
he had likewife, as he ingenuoufly confeffes, 
for want of convenience to make experiments 
and confult authors, fallen into feveral errors. 
His theory of combuftion is the fame in effect © 
with that of Mr Crawford, though he arrived 
at it by a different road; but his dodtrine of 

F 2 -mitrous 
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nitrous combuftion is effentially different. He 
argues that the nitrous acid contains pure air in 
a fixed or combined ftate. That on the pro- 
. per application of heat, the phlogifton of the 
inflammable body, and the air of the acid mu- 
tually difengage each other, and unite with a 
fhining heat in a manner fimilar to atmofpheri- 
cal air, and phlogifton in ordinary combuttion ; 
and that the air thus at liberty refumes its elaf- 
tic ftate, becoming the fame fixed air as is 
generated in common inflammation. He thinks 
that air conftitutes the effential part of the 
nitrous acid; and calls the fixed air generated 
in this procefs, the nitrous fulphur. He con- 
cludes this fubject with a query, whether air 
does not alfo conftitute the effential part of the 
vitriolic and other acids, but combined with 
other principles than in the nitrous ? 
In the 7th Section, which he modeftly entitles 
a Speculation, he gives a feries of cafes concern- 
ing fire, the manner in which it exifts in 
bodies, and the laws by which it is regulated. 
He endeavours to fhow,~ that particles of air 
repel each other, by reafon that they attract 
. fire, and therefore are furrounded with atmo- 
fpheres of. that principle. And on the fame 
| theory 
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theory he accounts for the expanfion of bodies, 
and the feparatyon of their particles by heat. 
By a very curious mode of reafoning he was led 
to the difcovery, that phlogifton diminifhes the 
attraction of bodies for fire. An opinion has 
Jately been ftarted, that the gravity of bodies is 
lefiened by their combination with phlogifton. 
Our Author imagined that it produced this 
effect, by weakening their repulfioen for ether, 
on which repulfion their gravity depends. Till 
now, he had imagined that ether, fire, and phlo- 
gifton, were one and the fame fluid. But on 
applying this reafoning to his notion concerning 
the repulfive force of particles of air, he found 
that it entirely clafhed therewith; for phlogif- 
ton. weakens the elafticity of air, which he 
imagined was affected by diminifhing the attrac- 
tion of its particles for fire. By feveral expe- 
riments which he had made in confequence of 
this idea, he fatisfied himfelf that the propo- 
fition was general; and from hence alfo he 
concluded, that fire, ether, and phlogifton, 
were three diftin@ fluids. By ufing the word 
attrattion, ‘he has perhaps the advantage of Mr 
Crawford, who adopted that-of capacity; the 
affcGtions of the thermometer, &c, by heat, 

being 
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being more eafily conceivable on that fuppo- 
fition. Mr Crawford barely afferted that the 
capacities of bodies for containing heat are 
diminifhed. by the addition of phlogifton, and 
increafed by the feparation of it. But Mr 
Elliot’s propofition is, that * phlogifton wea- 
Kens the attraction of bodies for fire, in pro- 
portion to the force of its combination, which 
affords, according to his theory, an eafy folu- 
tion for the phenomena of combuftion, &c. 
For, the fame quantity of phlogifton being 


_ transferred from a body with which it is weakly 


combined, to another with which it may unite 
by a ftronger attraction, the heat produced by | 
the combination will be greater than the cold 
generated by the decompofition, in proportion 
to that difference. He farther fhews, that this 
force of combination may be increafed even in 
the fame body; and hence accounts for the heat 
generated by friction, by the rays of light, &c. 
and alfo for the phznomena of excitation in 
electricity, the excited electric abforbing phlo- 
gifton during the moment of friction, and confe- 
quently attracting it from the bodies in contact ; 
though indeed this increafe of attraction imme- 
diately afterwards ceafes. This principle he 
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alfo applies to the heat in congelation to the 
cold in evaporation; and to other phenomena 
of the like kind. Eleétrical repulfion, he 
imagines, depends on the fame principle as. 
the repulfion of particles of air.” 3 


Mr Crawford treats only of the heat in come 
buftion; but our Author has alfo given a theory 
of the light, not only of combutftion, but of 
ignition; which he fuppofes to arife from very 
different caufes. He obferves, that in ignition 
bodies are,at firft red-hot; but that as the heat 
increafes, the colour verges more and more to- 
wards white. The particles therefore which 
compofe the moft refrangible rays, are leaft re- 
fra€ted by bodies, fo they are Iefs forcibly 
retained by them, and hence are expelled with 
a lefs heat.; The flames of phofphorus or ful- — 
phur, and fome other fubftances, he obferves, 
are not ignited, and they emit the more re- 

_ frangible rays moft copioufly, contrary to what 

happens in ignition. The particles which com- 

| pofe the lefs refrangible rays, being lefs forcibly 

) retained by the body, are firft, and moft eafily 
| attracted by the air. But the joint action of oe 

the generated heat, and the attraction of the 

air, are fo powerful, that they feparate the 

F.4 phlo- 
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phlogifton from the body fafter than the air 
can unite with it; and that part which is not 
immediately combined, refumes its elaftic ftate, 
and is driven off in the farm of light. But as 
the air, for a reafon juft given, unites moft 
readily with the larger. particles, thofe which 
_ are expelled, muft be the particles which con- 
flitute the more refrangible rays, and of courfe 
the colour will be blue. From hence it ap- 
pears, that phlogifton is light, in a ftate of 
combination with bodies, and that this light 
furnifhes the blue colour emitted in com- 
bution; whereas the light in ignition is de- 
rived from the phlogifton exifting in the pores 
of bodies in an elaftic ftate. The Author 
fhews, however, that the flames of moft bodies 
are alfo ignited, and hence fhine with the joint 
light of combuftion and ignition; and has 
given a table on this principle, exhibiting a_ 
curious analyfis of the colours of different 
flames. 
His theory of animal heat is the fame in 
effe& with that of Mr Crawford; but they 
“differ widely with refpeét to the origin of the 
phlogifton by which this heat is extricated. 
Mr Crawford fuppofes it to be-derived from | 
2 the 


J 
| 
| 


COMMENTARIES, 


the putrefcent parts of the fyftem; our Author, 
from the nerves; on which he founds a very 


- fingular fyftem of phyfiology. That the phlo- 


gifton is derived from this fource, he concludes 
from the well-known fact, that if the nerves 
which ferve any particular part be deftroyed, 
that part will be colder than before, although 
the blood circulates through it as ufual. But 
he endeavours to fhew, not only that animal 
heat, but alfo the vital, and other motions of 
the body depend on the fame principle. He 
reduces thofe motions to the contraction of the | 
moving fibres; and fuggefts, that for a nerve 

to caufe the action of a fibre, it is neceflary 
that the nerve fhould impart phlogifton either 
immediately, or mediately to the blood flowing 


through or by that fibre. He fuppofes, that 


the nerves derive their phlogifton, not from the 
brain, but from the chyle in different parts of 
the body, and he ftates his fentiments refpect- 
ing the ufe of refpiration in the following 
words: 

«© Now, as life depends on the a¢tion of the 
fibres; as there is a neceflary connection or de- 


_ pendance between the action of thefe fibres, 


and the phlogiftication of the blood; and as — 
| from 
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from the great number of moving fibres in the 
body in continual aétion, and the fmall quan- 
tity of the blood, the latter will be prefently 
phlogifticated ; we have an idea of the very 


great importance of refpiration, and the abfo- 


Jute néceffity of it to the continuance of life; 
as we find by experience to be the cafe; nei- 
ther the heat of the blood, nor even the vital 


‘motions of the fyftem, being capable of exifting 


long without it.” 

‘From what has been faid, our readers may 
be able to form fome idea of the ingenious 
conjectures and fingular opinions propofed by 
Mr Elliot. But although we have extended 
this article to a confiderable length, yet we mutt 
refer the reader, who wifhes to fpeculate on 
theoretical queftions, to the work itfelf for 
information refpecting many particulars which 
we have not mentioned. 
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Medical Obfervations, 
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The Hiftory of a Dropfy of the Ovarium, termi- 
nating fatally ; with an Account of the Appear- 

_ ances on Diffeciion. By Cuthbert Johnfon, 
M. D. of Sherborne, Dorfet. _ 


NN H——r, of the parith of C—e, in 

Dorfetthire, aged twenty-one, about the 
beginning of the year 1777, obferved herfelf 
greatly to increafe in fize. And the menftrual 
difcharge ceafing about the fame time, fhe de-. 
¢lared herfelf pregnant by a young man who 
frequented 
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frequented her company. She continued to 
increafe in bulk until the ufual period of gefta- 
tion was fome time paffed; when feveral emi- 
nent prattitionefs in midwifery were from 
time to time confulted, who upon examination 
declared her not to be pregnant. But from an. 
hard fubftance, which might be felt through the 
teguments of the abdomen, feemingly about 
the bignefs of a child’s head, one of the gen- 
tlemen was inclined to think, there was an 
extra uterine conception. A variety of medi-. 
cines were adminiftered without effect. 

When I firft -vifited her, in July 1778, the 
appeared to be bigger than. moft women with 
child are at their full time. Her fiefh was 
a good deal wafted, yet her appetite not bad; 
and I was informed that a few weeks before, fhe 
had thrown up four or five quarts of a brownifh 
fluid, I could not be clear that I felt any 
fluctuation by gently ftriking the abdomen ; 
but I could eafily feel the hard round move- 
able body under my hand. Upon confidera- 
tion of the cafe, I was of opinion it was a. 
dropfy of the ovarium, and. propofed tapping 
as the only meafure from which relief could. be 


hoped for under fuch circumftances. Being 


weary 
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weary of the burthen, fhe readily complied, and 
the attending furgeon, with a common-fized 
trocar, drew off about five pints of a ropy 
fluid; no more could be obtained by preffure 
upon the abdomen, or movement of the canula, 
About this time her left leg and thigh became 
- anafarcous; and two months after, fhe defired. 
to be tapped again, which was performed with 
a trocar of the largeft bore in ufe. A gallon of 
fluid was obtained, of the fame confiftence with 
the firft, and tinged with blood; fhe declared 
fhe would not undergo another operation, and. 
i furvived this only eight days. A call to a pa- 
| tient at a diftance prevented my being prefent — 
at the opening of her body. The following 
account I had from one of the furgeons pre- 
fent. 
Upon opening the abdomen, about nine 
quarts of a bloody fluid were difcharged; the 
uterus was found in its natural, unimpreg- 
ba nated ftate. The left ovarium was found and 
| perfe&t; the right ovarium appeared to be a 
large flefhy mafs, which when cut out weighed 
nine pounds, It was of a roundith form, and 
had been pierced by the trocar at the laft ope- 
ration; it adhered to the neighbouring parts, 
and 
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and was full of large cyfts, which contained 2 
quantity of brownifh, greenifh, and other co- 
loured glutinous matter. The liver, ftomach, 
and inteftines, were in a found ftate. 


| The Hiftory of a Cafe of Rheumatifm cured by the 
Volatile Elixir of Guaiacum ; communicated ina 
Letter from Dr Thomas Fowler, Phy/fician at 
Stafford, to Dr Duncan. 


INCE the introduétion of the liberal ufe of | 
the tin¢tura guaiacina volatilis into practice 
in the treatment of rheumatifms, I have had 
feveral opportunities of feeing the good effects 
of this medicine in certain chronic cafes, which 
you have juftly obferved to be of an interme- 
diate nature, being neither wholly phlogiftic 
nor atonic, | 


A remarkable inftance of this fort, a lum- vais 
bago, I have had under my care this month, 
_and think it very fimilar to the ftrongly marked _ 
cafe of Sarah Mills, fuccefsfully treated with 
_ the fame medicine, as related in your firft 
volume of Medical cafes. In acute cafes I have 
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alfo feen the moft wonderful effects from this 
medicine, exhibited according to Dr Dawfon’s 
dire€tions; although from theory, one might 
juftly be afraid of its ftimulating powers. Ac 


the fame time, from experience, I am quite of 


your opinion, that its effects are very incon- 
fiderable in cafes purely atonic, and of long 
ftanding. | 


I find, agreeable to Dr Dawfon’s obferva- 


. tions, that this medicine anfwers the beft, when 


it acts both as a fudorific and laxative, giving 
two or three ftools in 24 hours. And in 
acute cafes, that venefection ought to be pre- 
mifed. 


The following cafe affords a ftriking example 
of the good effects of it: 


Jofeph Stephenfon, aged 36, was admitted an 
out-patient to the Stafford Infirmary, Auguft 6,. 
> | 

He is a farmer’s fervant, of a ftrong, healthy 


conftitution, and complains of a conftant deep | 


feated pain in his loins, extending down to the 
os facrum ; alfo to both his hips, and down his | 
thighs, efpecially on the right fide, 

| The 
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The pain in his loins is fo acute, that he can 
neither raife his body erect, nor yet bend it in the 
leaft forward from the prefent inclined pofition, 
He fays that he fuffers the moft when fitting 
down, or rifing from his feat, particularly the 
Jatter; alfo that his pains are always aggravated, 
within half an hour, or an hour, after being in 

bed; and that all the parts affected are very 
fore to the touch. 


His pulfe is natural, and moderately ftrong; 
his appetite good; his fleep much difturbed 
from pains; and his body has been all along 
bound, except when opened by medicines. — 


His complaints began on the 12th of July, 

with feverifh fymptoms, which only went off 
_ about a week ago, when his appetite returned. 
He has been once bled and bliftered, and has 
taken fome opening medicines. He attributes 
his diforder to catching cold. Capiat elixir 
guaiacini volatilis 3fs. in Zii. aque pure cum 
regimine, omni nocte. 


Let him: avoid: all fermented liquors, and 
live chiefly on vegetables. 


Augutt 
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Augult oth. 
His medicine, affifted by repeated draughts 
of warm balm tea, has fweated him freely, for 
fix or feven hours, every night, and given him 


two loofe ftools every 24 hours; with confiders 


able relief, even from the firft exhibition; and 


che now finds himfelf much eafier from pain, 


both in his loins, hips, and thighs. Continue 
tur elixir guajacinum volatile ut antea. Utatur 
zeger pediluvio omni nocte hora decubitus. 
Auguft 14th. 
The elixir has continued to fweat him very 
freely, every night, and has given three or 
four loofe ftools every 24 hours, with progref- 
five relief. The pains in-his hips are very 
nearly gone; thofe of his thighs much lef- 
fened; and the pain of his loins fo much 
abated, that he can bend his body half way to 


_the ground without inconvenience. His appetite 


continues very good, and he fleeps well. 
Continuetur elixir guajacinum volatile cum 


regimine: omittatur pediluvium. 


Auvuguft 18th, 
The elixir has continued to operate, both by 
fweat and ftool, as ufual; and with the fame 


_ advantage ; for within thefe laft two days all 


Part I, G his 
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days.—He found her pulfe exceedingly rapid, 
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his complaints have entirely gone off, except a 

very flight pain remaining in his right thigh. | 
He can now ftoop to the ground without pain ;\ 

and yefterday was able to move, for eight or 
nine ‘hours, without inconvenience; and thinks 
himfelf well enough to go through his. ufual 
labour. 


Omittatur. medicamentum.—Let him be dif. 


N. B. Auguft 26th. I have feen this patient 
at work to-day, and find that in a day or two 
after the laft report, the flight pain in his thigh 
vanifhed, and that he has continued perfeétly 
well ever fince. : 


IT. | | 
The Hiftory of a Cafe of pucrperal Fever, with 
Remarks on the Treatment of that Affeétion in 


general: Communicated to Dr Duncan by Dr 
Edward Johnftone of Kidderminfter. 


P. a young woman lying-in of her firft 
child, was, on the fecond day after de- | 
livery, feized with a violent puerperal fever. 


_ My father (Dr Johnftone of-Kidderminfter) was 


called to fee her,, after the had been ill three 


and 
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and rather vacillating, but with frequent hard 
‘ftrokes. She had fevere pain in the lower 
region of her belly, which returned by fits, and 
made her fhriek. Her belly was inflated, and 
fhe could fcarce bear the weight of the hand 
upon it, She had but few ftools, and made 
water regularly.—Her milk and lochia had been 
fuppreffed from the fecond day after delivery. — 
She complained of great ficknefs, and immenfe 
thirft; and was continually craving for cold 
drink. Barley-water and gruel were ordered 
for common drink. A glifter, with half an 
ounce of oil, as much manna, and a fcruple of 
nitre, were ordered to be injected-daily; and 
_ the following draught and mixture : 

Tart. emet. gran. unum, Pulv. rhei, 
{crup. ii. Succ. limon rec. expreff, (faturat. fal. 
abfinth, q. s.) aq. font. 4a unc. ii, Sacch. alb. 
drach. i. m. et divide in hauft, iv. quorum 
capt. unum mane & vefpere. | 

K Succ. limon rec. expreff. unc. ii. Sal. abfinth. 
drach. i. Aq. font. Aq. cin. ten. aa unc. il 
facch. alb. femunc.. ft. mift. a cochl. ii. 
 tertiis horis. 
Appl. hypogaftrio veficat. mitt. 


fang. ¢ brach. ad 3 viii. 
G2 The 
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_ The blood was covered with an inflammatory 


_ cruft, anda fecond bleeding was ordered, which | 


was omitted. She had ftools from the draught; 


‘but the difcharge from the uterus was fmall 


and putrid, and fhe had almoft a perpetual 
vomiting of a black matter. Her pulfe was 


—immenfely quick; no fleep, but her pain a 
Jittle eafier, after fhe was bled, and the blifter 


applied. Flannels wet in warm infufions of 
chamomile were ordered to be applied to the — 
abdomen. 


She died on the next evening (that is, on the 
ath day of the difeafe), and her body being 
opered, the uterus appeared contracted to the 


- fize of a fmall round flafk, which would con-: 


tain a pint. It was covered over with a puru- 
Jent membrane, in the manner all inflamed 
parts are, and there was a moft remarkable 
rednefs about the fundus uteri, and the ovaria. 


‘The internal furface appeared to be rotten; on 


each fide of the uterus about two or three 


_ {poonfuls of very thick pus, and a great quan- 


tity of ferum-were found. The whole colon, 


and the epiploon feemed much inflamed. The 


inflation of the colon had caufed the tumefaction 


of the abdomen. But it was fufficiently evi- 
| | dent. 


@ 
| ¥ 
i 
“? 


COMMENTARIES. 


dent, that an original inflammation of the 
uterus had brought on the irritation and inflam- 
mation of the more fenfible inteftines. 


The following ‘method was ufed at Kidder- 


_ minftéer with confiderable fuccefs, by my father, 


when the puerperal fever was epidemic there, 


the year 1777. 


_ If the pains were very fevere, and the patient | 
had not been previoufly blooded, he ordered 
her to be bled once, If there, was any vomit- 
ing of bilious or black matter, he generally re- 
commended that the ftomach fhould be wafhed 


with warm water, or chamomile tea; and when 


the vomiting continued in fuch a degree as to 
require any thing of the anti-emetic nature, he 
ordered the mixture of Riverius in the ftate of 
effervefcence. But when none of thefe cir- 
cumftances intervened, he immediately ordered 
the patient to take an ounce or two of the 
oleum ricini, mixed with an: equal quantity of 
weak rum, or-brandy and water, which he has 


experienced to be the beft vehicle of this medi- 


cine. After this the following emulfion was 
ordered.—[X. Emulf; com. Ib i. manna 3ii. fal 


3i. ft. emulfio cap. cochl. iii, om, hor. 
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the fame time a glifter was ordered to ba. 
injected two or three times a-day, as circum-- 
ftances required, confifting of three parts of a: 
_. pint of warm water, and an ounce and a half 
of faccharum culinare; and this fimple ‘injece 
tion, without the addition of oil or other pur-. 
gative ingredients, was found more effectual for 

the purpofe of encouraging diarrhea in this 
difeafe, than when fuch ingredients were added. 
_ By this method, a confiderable diarrhea was 
for the moft part excited, and the pains about. 
the uterus, and the fever, generally vifibly 
abated in 24 hours; by fupporting fuch a 


diarrhea by the occafional- repetition of the 
oleum ricini, as well as by a repetition of. the 
emulfion and the glifter, or occafional dofes of 
the following medicines : 


RK Tamarind. mannz 4a uncias duas coque ex 
aq. hord. Ibifs..ad Ibi,. colature adde Tart. folub. 
Zi. facch, alb. 3fs. Tart. emet. gr. iii, ft. 


: apofem cap, cochl, 3 bis vel ter in die 


Pre re nata. . 


4 


(tur. fal. pry: q. 
hord. Zi... Sacch, alb, zi. ft. hauft. pro re = 


fumend., 


A pro- 


/ 
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A profufe diarrhea excited by thefe means, 
at the beginning ‘of the difeafe, hardly ‘ever 
failed to give an immediate check to it; and to 
abate’ the pain, its moft formidable fymptoms 
‘in a remarkable manner.’ But in many cafes 
it will be neceffary to keep up fuch a diarrhea 
for fome time, in fuch a matiner as the pain 
arid other fymptoms of the difeafe require, and 
the’ ftrength will bear, while any degree of 
timefaftion in the abdomen, or fulnefs in the 
belly; or pain, or fever remains. The lochia, 
for the moft part, ‘return as the fever abates+ 
and a vefy extraordinary’ foetor attending the 
return of ‘this difcharge, points out the nature 
of that fomes which undoubtedly acts as 4 con- 
fiderable incentive of this difeafe; and if the 
milk had been ftopt, ‘or prevented by the fever, 
it foon returns upon its abatement, as will alfo 
the lochia: ~The air of the room was kept tem- 
perate and frefh by a door being conftantly 
open, and a cafement occafionally opened to 
admit it. -The room was alfo {wept clean, and 
frequently fprinkled with vinegar and water. 
The patient was ordered to drink barley-water, 
_-water-gruel, and thin. panada; fometimes a 

little {mall wine-whey was allowed ; but in ge- 
G 4 : neral 
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neral it was very {paringly employed. Spiritu- 


ous liquors were abfolutely forbid, as well as — 


broths, and every fpecies of animal food. The 


_ linen and fheets of the patient were changed 


fo as to keep them clean and pure. 


_ Under this management the patient’s reco- 
very was for the moft part greatly advanced by 


_ the 5th day; and hardly any fever remained by 


the 7th. If it continued after this time, the 
patient was fometimes feized with pleuritic 
ftitches and cough, the inflammation having 
changed its place from the parts about the 
uterus to thofe about the breaft, which required 
a treatment fimilar to the pleurify, by bleeding 
and the anti-phlogiftic mcthod. In other in- 


ftances, where the fever did not ceafe by the 


yth or oth day, it became perfectly putrid. In 
fuch a cafe, a moderate diarrhaa was fupported, 
wine more freely added to the patient’s drink, 
and the bark and other antifeptics adminiftered. 
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SECT. II. 
Medical News. 


HE works of the late Dr David M'Bride 
~ of Dublin, having rendered him univer- 
fally known, not only as a Phyfician but as a 
Philofopher, the following particulars of his: 
life, we prefume, may prove per to our 
readers. 
Doétor M‘Bride was defcended tata an an- 
cient family of that name inthe fhire of Gal- 
Joway in Scotland; his grandfather was bred to 
the church, and was called over about the end 
of laft century, to officiate at Belfaft to a con- 
gregation of Prefbyterians. 


Dr M‘Bride’s father was alfo bred to 
church, He married a daughter of Mr Boyd — 
of 


* 
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of Killabeg in the county of Down, and was 
minifter of Ballymony in the county of Antrim, 
where David was born on the 26th of April 
31726. 
He received the firft elements of his educa- 
- tion at the public fchool of Ballymony, and 
after ferving an apprenticefhip to a furgeon of 
that place, he went. into the royal navy; 
where having ferved for fome time as mate in 
ait. hofpital-fhip, he was at. laft: appointed to the 
rank of furgeon, in which ftation he remained 
for fome years —. the peace of Tel 
- Je was at this period rats he firft curned his 

thoughts towards the difcovery of a remedy for 
the feurvy; a: difeafe which a fea-faring life 
had afforded him many opportunities of obferv- 
ing in all its ftages. 3 : 
After thé peace of Aixda:Chapelle, Mr 
where he ftudied: Anatomy under Monro and 
Honter, and-Midwifery under Smellie; and’ 
attended the lectures of other diftinguifhed 
teachers on different branches of medicine. 
_ About the end of the year 1749, he fettled 

in Dublin as a Surgeon and Accoucheur. But 
being 
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being young, and remarkably bathful, ‘he ree; 
mained a number of years in obfcurity, little 
employed among people-of rank. His great. 
abilities were then only known to his family. 
connections, and to a circle of felec friends. 
Thefe, however, were captivated with his 
pany, not only from his being -poffeffed. of 
agreeable manners and fine difpofitions, : but 
from his general knowledge in painting, mufic, 
and other branches of polite hiterature; = 

His Experimental Effays, which were, Gt 
publifhed in 1764, were received every where. 
with great applaufe, and were foon tranflated 
into different languages; and the fingular merit: 
of this performance induced the univerfity of 
Glafgow to confer the degree of Doctor of ite 
fic on its Author, 

The improvement introduced by Dr M Bride 
in the art of tanning, by fubftituting lime-water 
for common water in preparing ooze, procured 
him the honour of-a filver medal from the Dub- 
‘Tin Society, in the year 1768, and of a gold 
medal of very confiderable value frpm: the 
Society of Arts and Commerce in London., 
For feveral years after Dr M‘Bride obtained a. 
degree in phyfic, he employed part of his time 
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in the duties of a Medical Teacher; and deli- 
vered, -at his own houfe, a courfe of lectures 


on the theory and praétice of phyfic; which: 


were no lefs ufeful to thofe who:embraced this 
opportunity of improvement in their profeffion, 
than they were creditable to the Leéturer. 
‘Inthe year 1772, thefe le€tures were pub- 
lifhed at London, in‘éne volume quarto, under 
the title of, An Introduétion to the Theory 
and Praétice of Medicine; and in the year 
1774, they were tranflated into Latin, and 
publifhed at Utrecht, in two volumes, 8vo. 
A fecond edition of this work, in an Ene- 
lifh drefs, corrected in fome particulars, and 


enlarged in many others, was printed at Dub- 
— jin in 1777, and it may juftly be confidered as 
a publication, from an attentive perufal of 


which, the diligent practitioner, as well as the 


induftrious ftudent, may derive much ufeful 


inftruction. 
~The abilities of Dr M‘Bride by thefe 


means univerfally known, he at length obtained - 
that high reputation to which he was juftly in-. 


tilled, His employment in the line of ' his 
profeffion increafed fo quickly, as foon to afford 
him: rewards fuitable to his merit; and ‘the 

Public 
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Public feemed now to wifh to make amends for 
having overlooked him fo long, by throwing - 
more bufinefs into his hands than he could ma- 
nage either with eafe or fafety. . 
His extenfive employment, particularly as an 
Accoucheur, having for a long time kept him 
in a perpetual agitation both of body and mind, 
at laft induced a total incapacity for fleep; ftill, 
however, he kepe in good fpirits, and appeared 
~ to be in good health till the end of December 
- 1778, when an accidental cold brought on a 
fever and delirium, which put an end to his 
life, on the 13th day of that month, in the 530 
year of his age. 


His death was fincerely lamented by perfons 
of all ranks. Men of fenfe and reflection, who — 
knew his value as a citizen, felt for the Public 
on this melancholy occafion: the opulent in- 
habitants of Dublin felt for their wives and 
children, deprived of a fkilful phyfician and 
- compaffionate affiftant in the hour of danger; 
and numbers of the indigent part of the com- 
munity felt for themfelves, on the lofs pf a li- 
beral benefactor, whofe benevolence had often . 
alleviated their diftrefs. 
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We are favoured with the following account 
of Dr D’Aubanton’s new fyftem of Mineralogy, 
by Mr Ewart, ftudent of medicine at Edin- 
burgh; to whom it was communicated bY Mr 
Andrew Lumfden of Paris. 
Natural hiftory is a defcription of what we 
know of the produdtions of Nature, Although 
inquifitive man has made confiderable progrefs 
in the ftudy of Nature; much, no doubt, ftill 
remains to be inveftigated. Nothing facilitates 
more, than method, this extenfive and intri- 
cate, but ufeful and agreeable fcience. It is 
therefore divided into three great branches, 
commonly called Reigns, or Kingdoms ; viz. 
the mineral, the vegetable, and the animal.— 
The Naturalift claffes methodically each body 
in the kingdom to which it belongs. Two of 
thefe kingdoms are organized, viz. the vege- 
table and animal, but the mineral is unorgan- 
ized. As the latter is the moft fimple of the 
three, with it the Naturalift generally begins his 
_ enquiry into Nature. 
Dr D’Aubanton, Profeffor of natural hiftory 
the college of Patis, has, in his learned 
le€ures, 


a 
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lectures, during the years 1758 and 1779, di- 
vided the mineral kingdom into four orders, 
viz. 

1ft, Sand, earth, and flones. 
ad, Salts. 
3d, Sulphur. 
4th, Semi-metals, and metals. | 

The characteriftic marks of the firft order 
are, that they do not diffolve like falts, that 
they do not fmell like fulphur, and that they 
do not fhine like metals, 

The firft order is fubdivided into four dif- 
ferent claffes, and thefe are thus diftinguifhed, 
1ft, Vitrifiable fubftances, which emit fire 
when ftruck with fteel, but do not effervefce 
with acids. 

2dly, Argillaceous fubftances, which do not 
emit fire when ftruck with fteel; and cs not 
effervefce with acids. 

gdly, Calcareous fubftances, which effervefce 
with acids, but do not emit fire when ftruck- 
with fteel. | 

4thly, Sand, earth, and ftones, formed from a 
mixture, and confequently partaking of the pro- 


5 perties, 
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perties, in proportion to that mixture, of the vie — 
trifiable, argillaceous, and calcareous fub- | 


ftances. 


The fecond order contains the foffile falts ; 
they are alkaline, or neutral; they diffolve in 
water, and are not infipid. | 

The third order is fulphur, which is diftin- 
guifhed by its {mell.—And 

The fourth order is the metallic fubftances 
although not numerous, they are of the greateft 
importance in medicine, and in all the various 
arts. They are very different from any other 


natural bodies yet known. Indeed, from their — 


folidity and denfity, they approach neareft to 
ftones; yet a cubic foot of marble weighs 250 
pounds, whilft a cubic foot of tin, the lighteft 
of all the metals, weighs 516 pounds, and 
a foot of gold, 1348. ing 

They are divided into four claffes, viz. 


ift, The femi-metals, which are not mal- 
leable nor duétile. | 


ad. Mercury, formerly clafied among the 
femi-metals; it is now claffed by itfelf, becaufe 


by the experiments made by the Academy of — 
Peterfburgh, in the year 3759, it appears that — 


it 
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it may be fixed by cold, till it becomes mal- 
leable to a certain degree. 

3d, The metals that are duétile and mal- 
leable; it is difficult to arrange them methodi- 
cally, fince it appears by the Table that none 
of them poffefs all the metallic properties in the 

higheft degree. | | 

4th, Metallic fubftances compofed of femi- 
metals and metals. 

There are fourteen metallic fubftances now 
known; threé of which have been difcovered 
by the Moderns, viz. Cobalt, Nickle, and Pla- 
tina. The natures indeed of the two lat are 
riot afcertained. | 

In the foregoing Table, Dr D’ Aubanton has 
thus methodically arranged the mineral king- 
dom according to their different natures, and 
with their diftintive characters, which are appa- 
rent or eafily known. | 

The following account of the ftate of the 
Thermometer and Barometer, as obferved at 
the Botanical Garden in the ifland of Jamaica, 
has been communicated by Dr Clerk, fuperin- 
tendent of the garden, to Dr Duncan. 
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OcTOBER. 

Bar. 
7. Morning higheft 28 72 

Loweft - 2868 
Medium 
2. Afternoon higheft - 28 63 
Loweft - - 28 44 
Medium - - 28 53 
Higheft during the month 28 73 
Lowet - 28 4: 
Mean height - 28 52 


Rainy days. 19. 


Ther. 


19% 


On the 18th, 2 paft 3 p.m. a fmall Fahren- 
heit’s Thermometer expofed to the fun-fhine 15 


minutes, ftood at 1083, | 


NovEMBER. 


Morning higheft 
Loweft 
Medium - 
Evening higheft - 
Loweft - 
Medium - 
Higheft during the month , 
Lowell: 
Meanheight 
Rainy days 14. 


28 8 
28 6 
28 6% 
28 7% 
28 5% 
28 6 
28 8 
28 54 


‘28 62 


74 
682 
88 
74. 
19% 
88 


75% 


682 


On 


75 
705 
72% 
89 
72 
86 
89g 
70% 
a } ‘ 
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On the 18th, the fall Thermometer rofe in 
the fun-fhine, at 3 p. m. after 15 minutes ex- 

pofure, to 110; and next day, almoft at the 


fame hour, to 112.—IJntermittent and remit- 
tent fevers faid to be frequent in Kingfton. 


DECEMBER. 
| Bar. Ther, 
Morning higheft - 28 83 
Loweft + = 28 64 65 
Medium - 28 75 ,67 


Evening higheft - 28 7% 87 
Loweft = 28 6% "4. 
Medium -~ - 79% 

Higheft during the month 28 81 . 87 
Loweft ve 28 65 65 
Mean height - 28 74 73% 


Rainy 15. 
Fevers more violent and fatal in town. 


JANUARY, 1778. 
Morning higheft - - 28 8: 67 


Loweft 28 64 64. 

Medium 28 7% 655 
Evening higheft - 28 8 88 . 
Lowet - 286 78 
Medium 28 7 80% 


& 
war 
aA 
aN 
* 
at 
4 
=) 


Bar. Ther. | 

Higheft during the month 28 8} 88 
Loweft - - 286 64 
Mean height @8 72% 

One hour of rain.—Fevers lefs frequent. 
FEBRUARY. | 
Morning highet - 28 8% 68 
Loweft 28 64 63 
Medium ~ - 28 75 65 

Evening higheft - 28 | gO: 
Lowett - - 28 93 
Medium - - 28 73 83 

Higheft during the month 28 84 90; 
Loweft - - 28 65 63. 
Mean height 74 

Four fhowery days.—Kingfton healthy. 
MARCH. 

Morning higheft - 28 94 67 
Loweit - 23 62 
Medium - 28-93 65 

Evening highett 2 93 S2 
Loweft - 283 64. 7 
Medium - - 28 63 

Highett during the month .28 72 82 
Loweft - - 28 63 62 

Meanheight - (28 7 
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' Mr Ronaldfon, one of the affiftant furgeons 
to the hofpital in Canada, in a letter to Dr 
Hope, gives him the following account of the | 
fpeedy termination of a wound penetrating into 
the colon. without any bad confequences. 
One of the Indians here was lately wounded 
by one of his companions in a drunken quar- 
rel, in a manner which J at firft imagined would 
be very dangerous, but which was not in reality 
the cafe. He was ftabbed with a knife on the 
left fide, near the lumbar vertebre, about half 
way between the os ilium and the falfe ribs, 
There could not be the fmalleft doubt that the 
knife had penetrated into the colon, as foeces 
were difcharged by the wound for near three 
weeks. He had, however, no fymptom of 
any confiderable degree of inflammation, and 
was completely cured in five weeks; he is now 
in perfect health, and ote. to undergo the fa- 
tigues of hunting. 

‘¢ May not this ferve to fhew, that there would - 
be little danger from cutting into the pofterior 
part of the colon, in cafes where concretions 
are lodged there which cannot be difcharged by 


the natural paffage ?” 
| 3 Although 
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_ Although many accounts of the very in- 
- tenfe degree of cold obferved at Glafgow on 
the night between the 13th and 14th of January, 
have been publifhed in different news-papers, 
and other periodical publications, yet we pre- 
fume it will not be difagreeable to any of our 
readers that it fhould be recorded in this 
work, | 

On Wednefday January 12th, 1780, the 
cold increafed all the day, but fo gradually that 
at fun-fet it was not more than 12 degrees be- 
low the freezing of water by Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer. | 

Thurfday January 13th, ‘at one o'clock in 
the morning the atmofphere being ftill and 
ferene, and the barometer at twenty-nine inches 
and nine-tenths, Fahrenheit’s thermometer, 
when expofed at a high north window in the 
college court, funk to 26 degrees below the 
freezing point; and in five hours afterwards, 
‘jt fell fix degrees more, that is, to 32 degrees 
below the freezing of water. The fame inftru- 
ment was then carried to the obfervatory park, 
and there laid on the furface of the fnow; in © 


which | 
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which fituation it fell to 45 degrees below the 
freezing of water; and this great degree of 
cold was verified by another very accurate ther- 
mometer, which was made by a different hand. 
The cold increafed all this day; and obferva- 
tions were taken every half-hour, from this 
evening till the fun rofe on Friday morning. 


Friday January 14th, at fix o’clock in the 


_. morning, two thermometers, when hung in the 


air in the obfervatory park, ftood at 46 degrees 
below the freezing point in Fahrenheit’s 
{cale; and other two, when laid on the furface 
of the fnow, fell to 55 degrees below the freez- 
ing point in the fame fcale, while the fame 
{now, near the furface of the earth, was only 
three degrees below the freezing point. At 
this time the air was perfectly calm, and though 
there was a little breeze near the horizon, not a 
cloud was to be feen, and the ftars fhone with | 
a full and fteady light. The cold became much © 
lefs intenfe on Friday evening, and a thaw be- 
gan on the Saturday following, 

Of the accuracy of thefe obfervations there 
can be no room for entertaining any doubt, 
fince they were made by feveral gentlemen be- 
longing to the univerfity, on whofe report the 
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moft implicit confidence may be put, particu- 
larly by Dr Irvine, Profeffor of chemiftry, and 
by Mr Patrick Wilfon, fon to the ingenious 
_Profeffor of practical aftronomy. 

The following obfervations were made during 
the fame days in the botanical garden at Edin- 
burgh; and will ferve to thew, that the degree 
of cold was by no means fo intenfe there as at 
Glafgow. The thermometer employed was 
made by that accurate artift Dr Wiifon, and 
it was hung, during the obfervations, on the 
north fide of a tree in the botanical garden. 

On Wednefday the 12th of January, at feven 
o'clock in the morning, it was 15 degrees 
low the freezing of water; by four in the after- 
noon it had rifen to 10, and at 11 o’clock in 
the evening it had fallen to 13 degrees below 
the freezing point. 

On Thurfday the 13th, at feven in the 
morning, it was at 16 degrees below the freez- 
ing of water; at four in the afternoon 7, and 
at eleven at night 22. | 

On Friday the 14th, at feven o'clock in the 
morning, it was 25 degrees “below the freezing 
| point ; : by nine o clock it fell two degrees more, 


viz. to 275 by ten it had rifen to 24, and by 
four 


i 
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four in the afternoon to 5, and at eleven at 
night it, ftood at 9. 

Thus it appears, that in the morning of the 
14th, when the cold was moft intenfe at both 
_ places, the thermometer, fufpended in the air, 
_ was 19 degrees lower at Glafgow than at Edin- 
burgh; being at the latter of thefe places five 
degrees above O, in Fahrenheit’s fcale, and at 
the former 14 below it. 

Dr Irvine, in a letter to Dr Duncan, has the 
following remark: ** A very unexpected cir- 
cumftance occurred in the courfe of our obfer- 
vations, namely, a conftant’ difference of tem- 
perature between the air and the furface of the 
fnow; which was saremnae 14° , and never lefs 
_ than 8° colder than the air.” 

At the quarterly meeting of the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians of Edinburgh, on Tuefday 
the firft of February, Dr James Hamilton of 
Dunbar was elected a Fellow,—and Dr William 
Wright, and Dr Charles weer were ad- 
“mitted Licentiates. 
_- - About the beginning of May, Drs Duncan 
and Webfter will begin at Edinburgh their 
Lectures for the fummer feafon, on the cafes of 
Patients fubjected to Chronical Difeafes, and 
on the Materia Medica, : 
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Xperiments upon Vegetables; difcovering 
their general Power of purifying the com- 
mon Air in the Sun-fhine, and of injuring it in 
the Shade, and at Night. By John Ingenhoufz, 
M.D. 8vo. London. | 

Philofophical Tranfaétions of the Royal So- 
ciety of London. Vol. LXVIII. for the Year 
1778. Part Il. 4to. London. 

An Anfwer to Baron Dimfdale’s Review of Dr 
Lettfom’s Obfervations on the Baron’s Remarks 
refpecting a Letter on general Inoculation. By 
John Coakley Lettfom, M. D. F. R. S. and 
S.A. 8vo. London. 
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for Inoculating the Poor of London at their 
own Houfes. 8vo. Landon, 
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An Inquiry into the Origin of the Gout. By 
John Scott, M.D. 8vo. London. 
An Introduétion to the Theory and Praétice 


of Surgery. By William Deafe. Vol. I. 8vo., 
‘London. | 


Thoughts on Amputation; being a Supple- 
ment to the Letters on Compound Fractures, 
and a Comment on Dr Bilguer’s Book on this 
Operation. To which is added, A fhort Effay 
on the Ufe of Opium in Mortifications, By 
T. Kirkland, M.D. 8vo. London. 


 Philofophical Obfervations on the Senfes of' 


_ Vifion and Hearing. To which is added, A 


Treatife on Harmonic Sounds, and an E flay on 


- Combuftion and Animal Heat. By J. Elliot, 
8vo. London. 


The Anatomy of the Human Body. Vol. I. 
By Samuel Foart Simmons, M. D.  8vo, 
London. | 


‘Praétical Obfervations on the Treatment of 


Confumptions. By Samuel Foart Simmons, 


M.D. 8vo. London. 

Reports of the Humane Society for the Re- 
covery of Perfons apparently drowned. For 
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Clinical Experiments, Hiftories, and Dif- 


fe€tions. By Francis Home, M.D. one of hig 
Majefty’s Phyficians, Fellow of the Royal Col- 
| lege of Phyficians at Edinburgh, and Profeffor 
of Materia Medica in the Univerfity of Edin- 
burgh. 8vo. Edinburgh. | 


Confpectus Medicine Theoretice in Ufum 


Academicum. Auttore Jacobo Gregory, M. D. 


Med. Theoret. in Acad. Edin. Prof. &c. §&vo, 
Edinburgt. 

Differtation fur I’ Organe de l’Ouie, 1°, de 
2°, des Reptiles; 3°, des Poiffons. 
Par M. Geoffroy, Dotteur Regent de la Fa- 
culte de Medecine, & Membre de la Societé 
Royale de Medecine. 8vo. Amfterdam. 
Medecine; ou, Traité des Maladies, tant 
_internes qu’ externes, auxquelles les Militaires 
font expofés dans leur differentes Pofitions de 


Paix et de Guerre. Par Ordre du Gouverne- 


ment. 8vo. Paris. 
Le Parfait Boulanger; ou, Traité complet 
. fur la Fabrication & le Commerce du Pain, Par 
M. Parmentier, Penfionnaire de Hotel Royal 
des Invalides, Membre du College de Phar- 
macie de Paris, de 1’ Academie des Sciences de 
Rouen, &c. 8vo. Paris, 
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